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Daily Express Article: Village of Broad Smiles — Newbold Verdon the happiest village in England
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WHY THERE -3 MIRTH IN|
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.- Newsord VERDUN o
Lot 0 (Leicestershire), Friday,
Dhie' village i3 certainly the happiest in
all Kugland. - Led by the robust Rev. Hugh
Legge, Newbold Verdun laughs through life
like a man who is assured of Paradise—
and the Reverend Hugh, who, as I reiated|]
yesterday, bas advertised for a cook with
‘8 sonse of humour, is, perhaps, the hap-| !
plest of them all. ' . N
" After last night’s chat with him on his
nice taste in' domestios, I visited the vil-{:
lage to seo for myselt if it was. as wonder- |
fus as the vicar had painted it, and if the
villagers cracked jokes es often as a monkey
cracks nuts. o LT
“They eay life's a gamble,” said the
thatcher, * But’s better'n ’orse racin’, bah.
goum; ’tis, for you never lose noth'u}, by
backing a living, do you, Mr. Legge™
'The congenial spirit of the thatcher 18
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d@ cval mine .close by, and Mr. Robert
Smillia would have rejoiced to see how
happy & miner can be on the minimum
wage and a cultivated sense of humour.
‘Phese miners laughed and lingered as they

easy 28 & job in Whitehall. :

’l‘yhe fa:rmi hands, too, were as bright as
huttons. '['hey told me that the English
climute is the fivest in the world; that
Leicestersbire was the finest county in
England, and that Newhold Verdun was
the finest village in Leicestershire. ' .
All the same, 1 have a suspicion in my
mind that this unwonted cheerfuluess is
rot cntirely dne to the infinence of the |
lfenini revtor:” Mrs, Legge tolg e that theray
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