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Mary Fisher’s History of the Parish Newbold Verdon

During the 1970s, local amateur historian Mary Fisher wrote a series of articles in the St

James’s Church Parish Magazine, recounting the history of the parish of Newbold
Verdon.

The length of each article was about 400 words, and it took up one of the A5 sized
Pages, sometimes spilling over into the next page but only by a paragraph. Mary would
link together two or three articles so that she could expand on a theme. This document
attempts to put together as many of those articles as possible using the chronology of
the various historic periods from Roman to Victorian Newbold Verdon.

The reader should be aware that this document does not contain every one of the |
articles Mrs Fisher wrote. Over the past twelve years or so | have been collecting copies
of her articles from various sources, few of which provide the dates when articles were

woublished. The best | can say is that she did write them roughly in a historically correct

chronology and so | have tried to present them that way.

This should not detract from the quality of her writing and the depth of her research.
Writing at a time prior to computers and the internet, Mrs Fisher undertook her
research by visiting the Leicester Records Office where she found primary sources that
informed her writing. She also used county history books such as Nichols, History and

Antiquities of Leicestershire Vol |V part ll. Her extensive local knowledge is also drawn
upon in several articles.

The reader may wish to tackle this document b

y starting from the beginning and reading
to the end, but do not expect to have a great se

nse of continuity as each article follows
cles describing certain aspects of the
Roman times to the late Victorian periog.

To help with this, | have numbered each Page and added a contents Section at the
beginning which gives a brief description of each of the individual articles. This may be
helpful if the reader is looking for specific subject matter such as a period in history,
place in the parish or particular events.

The parish owes much to Mrs Fisher for her contribution to our understanding of jts
history.
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HISTORY OF Niy '3 VERD
~ The Roman rule lasted for 350 years nnd the
Britons came to look upon the Romans as their o»ro-
tectors and puardians. ‘%hen the legions were
withdrawn, they, the Britons, were helpless against
the invaders irom the north of Britain, the Picts,
and from over the North Sea, the Angles and Saxons.
In Jdue course, these latter arrived in the idlands
ériving the Britons into Charnwood Forest and iur-
ther, into Vsles and Ccornwall. After the Britons
had fled, the newcomers burned cown the settle-
ments and established thelr own dwellings nearby,
but not on the same spot. It was easier to cult-
ivate the land which had once been tilled, than

to break fresh ground.

Coming now to Newbold Verdon; there is no
written evidence until 1087 A.D., when the Domes-
day Book was compiled, but its very name sheds
light on Anglo-Saxon times. 'Newbold' is an An, lo-
Saxon name, ée Verdon, the name of a Norman Baron,
being adied more than a century after the Conmest.
'Bold', 'bolt','bould','boldt' = a house = a chief's
house, built of wood, resembling a huge barn.

'Newbold' = a new house; therefore it is
reasonable to suppose there was an cld house. as
this destroyed by the Angles? A field on the Hall
Farm is named,'The 0ld Piece'. The Victoria County
says there are ancient earthworks in a field near
the church. OCne can only speculate as to the ori-
gin of the New House.

M.D.Anderson, in 'History by the Highway'
arites thus,"iven fields which remained derelict
from the sixth century, when large numbers of
their Celtic owners migrated to Brittany, until
the twelfth or thirteenth centurics were so rec-
osnised by the nedieval peasants who rc-occupied
them and were-referred to as 'Ye old land', a
term which has persisted in such Devon farms as
Yelland, Yellaton, or Yellomead". (to be contd.)
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A HISTORY OF NEL'VBOLD VERDON by kLery Fisher (Contd)
From 800 A.D., iingland was invaded by the
Dunce op Morihuen or Vilinge, who came from NOrvay,
Sweden and Denmsark. As the Angles and Saxons beforc
them, at first thcy case only ior loot and plunder,
but by the middle oi the century, they coac to
conquer and settle. They were prgang -ond hated
Cbrlstirnity and their route #as norked by blazing
villages, churches, ~bbeys and sonasteries. But
a d.liverer came in king Alfred the Great., =VeEry
one has heard of the %ing who let the cakes burn
and was scolded by the house-wife. This too’ nloce
v hile Al:ired was hiding in the amarshes round about
Glaztonbury. He cothered his army ~nd won a2 great
vietory ot nthandune; 1n 878 A.D. By a treaty be-
tvecen lired nnd the yanish leader, uuthrum, Izno: n
as the Feacc ol ~edmore, the Danes werc allowed
to settle to the north and east of the " atling
Sstreet, which Aistrict was Known 28 ths Danelavw.
Cuthrum wWos bantisecd, Llited him"qiéipuing his
god-father. TMhirty other Danish/gt *3%ed ba-ticm,
~nd the 7ikings settled down in the 1snds allotted
to them and beiore long becene absorbed in the
Christinn popalation.
Wexbold was in the D-nelaw and under Zanish
the nanes of pleces in the
vicinity ending in "py': Cadeby, Hancby, in.erby,
iirikby, Ratby, Groby, Blaby, <tC., nesning 'a
Janish village'. ihen the Janes were victorioads
and confiscated the .npglish soil, the 1and wWas
given to their warriors; who WEDPE Xnown 25 'soke~-
Sun® = freunien. Vhe ord. 'soke! has coie cown to
in the 'Soke of reter-

jurisdiction. Note

ue thyough the ages, 98
borough' . .
To be continued.
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SPARKENHOE - How the name arose Early in the tenth

century, the counties or shires took shape. No
exact details are available but they appear to
have been formed during the Danish incursions,
probably created for military and financial rea-
sons, or, alternatively, to enforce the law and

to organise resources to resist the Danes., Very
early, they came under two chief officers, the
king's financial representative, the shire-reeve
or sheriff, and the military lecader, the earl. The
shire was responsible for keeping roads, bridges
and walls in good order. The bishop, whose diocese
often co-incided with the shire, also had a share
in the administration of the region.

In the reign of Edgar the Peaceful,(958-975)
we hear of 2 division into hundreds or wopentakes,
as the Danes called them, for the trial and pun-
ishiient of evil-doers. ldgar is described as the
king who 'upreared God's glory snd loved God's
law and bettered the public peace more than the
kings that were before him'.

“‘hat the name 'hundred' aeant is not clear;

a collection of a hundred honesteads? or a hun-
dred heads of families?

In Leicestershire, thcre were originelly four
'hundreds', Guthlaxton, Gartrce, Goscote and Fran-
land. Later, Guthlazton was divided into two hun-
dreds, the new hundred being called Sparkenhoe.

The rural deaneries of the Church were often
sinilar in srea and name but did not coincide
exactly with the hundreds.,

This information is derived from various
sources,
Short History of the tnglish People, J.R.Green,
Oxford County Histories,Leicestershire, Charles
E. Kelsey,
A History of Lincolnshire, Alan Rogers,
Provincial England, Dr. Hoskins.
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A HISTORY OF NEWBOLD VERDON by Mary Fisher(contd. )
Domesday. Bmxtract relating to Newbold.

The first written evidence concerned
with Newbold is found in the Domesday Book.

Nothing is known of happenings in Newbold through-
out the reigns of the Danish kings;
t and

he-well known-steory of Trebuking—the—waves) an

his—suveecessorss or through the time of Edward
the Confessor. Danes and Saxons were now living
side by side, more or less peaceably. Canute

. was a Christian and had visited Rome. He divided
his land into four great earldoms. Newbold,
being in Leicestershire, was included in the
earldom of Leofric of ilercia. Earl Leofric
was probably the husband of Lady Godiva famous
for her ride through the streets of Coventry.
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Another powerful Noble was Godwin o
Earl of Wessex. His daughter Edith married
Edward the Confessor. Godwin's son was Harold
who was acclaimed king upomn “the death of the
Confessor and who-was subsequently killed at

the battl ‘Hastings. i

Leofrlc BEarl of Coventry and Lelcester,
with his wife Lady Godiva, were at Leicester
Castle at Whitsuntide 1051 for the purpose of:
witnessing the grant of a charter for building
and endowing the monastery of Spalding. Their
grandson Edwin was the last Saxon Earl of Leic-
ester and Algitha his sister was married to King
Harold.

Domesday tells us that "2 ploughlands of
the Queen's fee in Newbold and Brocardescote which
were valued at 5/- were worth 20/- at the general
survey. The land was equal to 3 ploughs and 3
V1llelns had one plough each."

s
N

The gqueen referred to was bdlth the

queen of Edward the Confessor ~daﬁghter“vf“ﬁuﬁwrn——
and sister of King Harold.

To be continued. ...
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4 HISTORY OF N.WBOLD VERDON by kary Fisher(contd.)
Domesday continued.. A further extract from
Domesday concerning Newbold states:
"Two ploughlands in Newbold, part of the
-lands of Hugo de Grentismaisnell were held
at the general survey by Huard. The land
was equal to two ploughs, and one was in the
demesne, with two bordars."

By carefully considering the two entries
we have an interesting picture of life in New-
bold one thousand years ago. A ploughland =
120 acres, therefore 480 acres approximately
were under the plough. In addition there
would have been meadow and grazing land, surr-
ounded by rough uncultivated common land,
known as heath or waste, the latter word mean-
ing wild or untilled, not useless.

Before the Conquest the land at Brocardescote
and near wns in the gueen's fee and we cre told
that this land was equal to 3 ploughs and 3
villains had one plough each; while the other
part;, i.e. at Newbold, was equal to 2 ploughs
and onc¢ in the demesne with two bordars,
making 6 ploughs altogether. A villain was a
farmer and a bordar, a much lesser person
possibly a cottager who had his cot and holding
by working on the denesne, or the lord's land.
The name of the Saxon lord from whom the land

was confiscated is not stated.

Both areas were given to Hugo de Grentismais-
nell, a mighty baron and intimate friend of the
Conqueror, He sublet to Huardus. It is evident
that in this locality there was no opposition
to William as the value of the land increased
from 5/- in the time of King Edward to 20/- at
the time of the Domesday survey, this showing
that no burning or devastation had taken place,

‘ such as there was in Yorkshire and Staffordshire,
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HISTORY OF LD VERDON by Mary Fisher(contd.)
er the Conguest. William shared out the land of

the defeated English to his victorious barons; each
parcel of land being known as a manor. To Hugh de
Grantmesnil went the greatest share of the spoil.in
Leicestershire; sixty-seven townships scattered in
different parts of the county, some of which were
Newbold, Bosworth, Barlestone, Cadeby, Naneby,
Kirkby etc. Another part of Bosworth was given to
Robert Beaumont, Earl of Mellent, or Meulan..

De Grantmesnil restored Leicester Castle and the
Church of St. Mary de Castro. He sublet the land
at Newbold to Huardus; at Cadeby to Ivo; at Barles-
tone to Ernald and Ralph; at Bosworth to Hugh.

Grantmesnil = a town in Normandy from which Hugh
came, Hugh de Grantmesnil also built castles at
*roby, Whitwick and Earl Shilton. )

Next to ihe king in rank came the barons and their
vassals, thoze whom the barcns put in charge of
their esiaivics  Next came the tenant farmers who
rented luads freom their lords. They were the con-
quered English lancdowners, Next came the villeins.
Thege were farmers who were tied to vill or town-
sLip and held their lands by tilling the lord's
lend o reaping the harvest as well as grinding the
cern.  There were also cottars and bordare who had
very swmall holcdings. The l1owest classes were the
“laves or bonduicn mainly tas cescendants of ancient
conguered races. They wore vcuivl their necks an iron
2ollar with their owner's name. They could be bought
or s5old in a market like cactle; but their owncrs
were not alluved to kill them.

e

In Domesday no bondmen are recorded for Newbold,
Barlestone or Cadeby. At Bosworth four are recorded,
\‘ two in each manor. At Thornton there is still a
farm called "Bondman Hays", and a field at Desford
was known as "Bondman Piece".
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A HISTORY OF NEWBOLD VERDON by Mary Fisher. .
Marriage and Wardship in Medigewveal- tlmeS"””
The villeins (i.e. farmers) who held their

strips in the common fields, and grazed their
animals in the pastures and on the commonsg
were tied to the manor and could not sell
their holdings or go elsewhere. - The ‘same
applied to the farmer's children, who could
not marry without their lord's consent, as if
they left, the lord would lose their labouro
The following extract mentions Newbold Verdon.
From® Farnham's mediaeval notes. Coleorton.

- De Banco Roll 661, Baster 4 Henry VI 1426,

' Thomas Hall and Henry Hall both of Overton
Saucey were attached to answer John Merbury
€esg. and Agnes his wife in a plea of taking
away from Hemyngton William, the son and
heir of John Ireland of Hertshorn, (under age
being) whose marriage belongs to John and
Agnes as of their manor of Newbold Verdon,
because John Ireland held six messuages
geven daracutes of land ete. in Hertshorn,
county Derby, of them by homage, fealty and
scutage and doing suit of court from thiee:
weeks to three weeks at the court of John

and Agnes of Newbold Verdon.'




