Local Archaeological Group

With the oumuer Break now over and fields being ploughed, tne
group is preparin;; for another season of investigating the land
around Barlestone for evidence of hana' past activities, whether it
be the site of a building, industrial activity or remains of
agricultural techniques.

In recent yearsa we have been successful in finding such evidence,
specifically, the site of a Rowen building in Osbaston; a Tile Kiln
in hewbold Verdon and the remains of field systens, in the form of
Ridse and Marrow, in all the parishes in our area.

aring lact winter the area around the Roman site in Osbaston
was systematically "field-walked" and the extent of the scatter of
building material and pottery defined. Several types of pottery were
found, some nmade locally, others trom potteries in Warwickshire,
Derbyshire and one type identified was from Prance. The building

w» material found consisted of Roofing Tiles; "Box-Tiles", which wére
built into flues to carmy hot air throuch the walls of buildings;
the Roman "Central-l'eating"; and Tessarea; tne small squere pieces
of stone or tile uscd to make the floor rnosaics which were fashion-
—-able in large houses of the Roman impire. This evidence suggests
a "Villa" or fammhousc. “ased on tae pottery types, this building
dates Tro. the second oxr tihird century A...

The other new site ifound last season, also at Osbaston, was from
a nuch earlier perioc. In one field we picked up many flint tools
and vaste zlakes cf flint: the residue of 1lint tool manufacture.
The tools were either "Scropers", used in the preparation of animal
skins, or vladec for cutting meat. From the shape of these flints
(which does vary during the prehistoric period), ihe site could be
put into the early Bronze Age (2000-I400 H.C.). In a field to the
south of this site flint "Modules" were fouund. These axe lumps of
natural flinte. They have not been found anywhere else in this area
so this could be where the people otivained their raw mnaterials.

In liewbold Verdon Roman pottery is still teing picked up in
various parts of the parish, indicatiag a wide occupation of the

¢ area durings the Noman period. .

In Sariestone, while a modern btuilding site was beins prepared,
a cnnsiderable anount of pottery was picked up; datings ranging over
800 years oi history.

Apart from investigating the ancient pact oi our avea, the group
is involved in researching the :ore recent past, i.e. the I8th, I9th
and the early 20th. centurieg: more specifically, from the time just
prior to the final enclosurec of tire fields. Jome aspects of this
worlk are — Photoorapning existing buildings prior to demolition or
alteration; documentary research, both locally and at "Leicester
Recoxrds Oifice": the recording of "folk memories" and copying photo-
graphs of local events and properties ewc.

e would ve pleasec to be allowed to copy any old phctographs,
maps or docuwients relating to Jarlestone, iiewbold Verdon, Osovaston

d.

or Cadeby. We hope bt exhibit the collection sometime in the future.

if vou hove anytning which you think would be of interest, ox
wouid %i%e to know more about the group and ite activities, pernaps
with 2 view to joiring in, nlease contact - lick Harding, on Desford

2926, or Dave James, on Fariet hosworth 290671,
-

.




