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s A POSSIBLE ROMANO/BRITISH TILE KILN SITE: A TRIAL EXCAVATION.
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The site lies to the N.E. of the village of Newbold Verdon in West ?
Leicestershire. 0.S. grid ref. SK456041. It was first revealed in 1978 by
field walking carried out by the Newbold Verdon Field Archaelogy Group working
.under the auspicies of the professional survey team at the Jewry Wall Museum in
Leicester.

Field walking results showed a pottery scatter to the South of the area, i
consisting mainly of Romano/British 'Grey' ware with Mortaria, colour coated and
Samian wares also represented. This scatter is concentrated on the level area,
above the subsequent excavation, on glacial sand and gravel deposits. Further field
walking then revealed two distinct 'red areas' on the slope down to the north on
Triasic Keuper Marl. In these 'red areas' were found many pieces of R/B brick and
tile some of which were overfired and of distorted form; also present were pieces
of the tile, bonded together with clay, that had been in contact with high
temperatures as they also were overfired and showed evidence of splitting.

It was thought that we were possibly dealing with a Romano/British tile
kiln site, none off which had previously been found in Leicestershire, the nearest
being in North Warwickshire. !

The next stage was to carry out a geophysical survey of the immediate
area. This was done by the Geology Dept. of Leicester University using a Proton :
Magnatometer, the results of which ( fig.1) showed marked anomalles over the ‘'red 1
areas' found by field walking

A trial excavation was ‘then undertaken ( fig. 2 ) by the Newbold Verdon
group with the aid and advice of the Atherstone Archaeological Society. A box 2
approximately 4m x 2m was taken out on the Northern of the two 'red areas'; immediately 1
under the plough soil was an area of red clay- covering most of the box, also showing,
on the Southern side, was an area of sandy soil with charcoal and tile fragments
included.

Immediately under the surface of the red clay was revealed several tiles
laid flat consisting of plain tile and tegulae set into the red clay. Along the
Southern. side of these tiles were several pieces of stone similar to the Charnwood
Pre - Cambrian series, and a large sandstone block, all set in Keuper Marl clay.

The interface of the Keuper Marl and the red clay showed as a distinct edge, and

at 'B' on the plan the tile showed in the section formed by the pit as being at
least four courses high. At this stage it was thought that we had located a cros
wall of a kiln made of tiles, and the kiln back wall built of stone. Cutting this
phase of construction, but under the red clay, was a pit lined with Swithland slate,
the possible projection of which is shown on the plan.
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The énly firm evidence for a kiln was found in a box taken out of the
North of the sandstone block, but this only consisted of small fragments of tile
which were bonded together with clay.
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Several phases seem to be represented; kiln debris at the lowest level; i
stone blocks set in Keuper Marl; a slate lined pit, tiles set in red clay, and the P
sandy area to the South of the excavation containing charcoal flecks and tile fi
fragments. ;

It is clear that the site needs further investigation, possibly a larger ¢
area needs opening up to elucidate the problems raised by the trial excavation; we t
are not dealing with a simple kiln as we first hoped for, but several pvhases of fF
activity relating to the manufacture of Romano/British tiles.

Mick Harding.
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