
19th Century Newbold Verdon

What the Papers Said



The Derby Mercury

To be Sold by Auction

On Tuefdy the 18th of April at Newbold-Verdon, near 

Market Bofworth, in Leicefterfhire, in the following Lots.

THREE Hundred and three Oak Timber 

Trees, marked and number’d, ftanding in 

Newbold-Park.

Lot 1 Fourteen Trees Number 1 to Number 15

--- 2 Twelve ditto from Number 14 to 27.

--- 3 Sixteen ditto from Number 26 to 43.

--- 4 Eighteen ditto from Number 42 to 61.

--- 5 Sixteen ditto from Number 60 to 77.

--- 6 Twenty-one ditto from Number 76 to 98.

--- 7 Twenty ditto from Number 97 to 118.

--- 8 Twenty-fix ditto from Number 117 to 144.

--- 9 Twenty-fix ditto from Number 143 to 170.

--- 10 Twenty-two ditto from Number 169 to 192.

--- 11 Twenty-five ditto from Number 191 to 217.

--- 12 Twenty-four ditto from Number 216 to 241.

--- 13 Twenty-two ditto from Number 240 to 263.

--- 14 Twenty-two ditto from Number 262 to 285.

--- 15  Nineteen ditto from Number 284 to 303.

For further Particulars enquire of Mr. Pares in Leicefter



‘… one of the most charming places I ever saw. The gardens are 

delightful, the park very beautiful, the house neat and agreeable and 

everything about it in elegant taste.  

…now there is water in great beauty, grand avenues from every point, 

fine young plantations and in short everything that can please the eye.



Newbold Heath Inclosure 

Notices of meeting on 20th of Augt. to be copied here 

We the undersigned Commissioners appointed by an Act of Parliament passed in 
the last Session entitled An Act for Inclosing the Open Fields of Newbold Verdon 
and Newbold Heath in the County of Leicester do hereby give notice that we shall 
meet in the George and Dragon in the parish of Newbold Verdon on Monday the 
20th day of August next at Nine o'clock in the forenoon for the purpose of 
proceeding in the execution of the Powers given by the said Act at which Meeting 
all Persons and Bodies corporate or Politic who have or claim any common or any 
other right to or in the lands to be inclosed are required to deliver or cause to be 
delivered to us an account or schedule in writing signed by them or their respective 
Husbands Guardians or Trustees Committees or Agents of such their respective 
rights or claims and therein describing the lands and grounds and their respective 
Messuages Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in respect whereof they shall 
respectively claim to be entitled to any and which of such rights in and upon the 
same or any part thereof ' with the name or names of the Person or Persons…….

Dated the 14th day of July I810. 

Jno Burcham 
John Smith 
Samuel Stone

N ew bold Heath 
Inclosure 

Noti ces of meeti ng on 20th of  Augt. to be copied here 

We t he undersigned Commissioners appointed by an Act  of Parliament 
passed i n the l ast Session entit led An Act for Inclosi ng t he Open Fields 
of New bold Verdon and Newbol d Heat h in t he Count y of  Leicester do hereby give noti ce t hat  we shal l meet in t he George and Dragon i n the 
parish of New bold Verdon on Monday t he 20t h day of August next at  Ni ne o'clock in t he forenoon f or  t he purpose of  proceeding i n the 
execution of the Powers gi ven by t he said Act at  which Meeti ng al l 
Persons and Bodies corporat e or  Polit ic who have or  claim any common or any other right to or in t he lands t o be inclosed are required to 
deliver or  cause to be del ivered to us an account  or schedule i n wri ti ng signed by them or their  respecti ve Husbands Guardians or  Trustees 
Commit tees or Agent s of  such t hei r respect ive ri ght s or claims and 
t herei n describing t he l ands and grounds and t hei r respect ive Messuages Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in respect  whereof 
t hey shall  respecti vel y cl ai m t o be enti tled t o any and which of such r ight s in and upon t he same or any part  thereof ' wi th t he name or  
names of the Person or  Persons…….

Dated t he 14th day of J uly I 810. 

Jno Burc ham 
John Smith 

Sa muel Stone



Streams

Chater and  
Halifax Farms

Bracote

Newbold Verdon 
Parish before 
enclosure of 1811



Newbold Verdon 
Parish after 
enclosure.

Footpaths designated  
public footpaths

Designated Roads



Enclosed Landscape



Myles Birket Foster: A lacemaker



Destitute and 
Desperate after 

Enclosure

…before enclosure the cottager was a 

labourer with land, after enclosure 

he was a labourer without land. The 

economic basis of his independence 

was destroyed. ..he lost a great many 

rights for which he received no 

compensation

The Village Labourer (1911)



Broadside Sheet

recording the 
execution of Thomas 

Babbington, 17th April 
1817 at the New Drop, 

Leicester

British Archives



Newbold Verdon Population 1801 - 1901
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Population Figures for 19th Century Newbold Verdon



Hosiery



Framework Knitting Machine



1845: Framework Knitters Testimony

Were you deputed to come here and give evidence on behalf of the frame-work knitters of Newbold? 
(Priestnall)  We were
How many frames are there at Newbold? 
Not above 20 or 25 in the town.
And how many used there to be? 
I have known as many as 100; and they have all gone out of the trade now.
What is the average net earnings in those frames? 
I know I work very hard for 1s a day first hand, and that would be an average of the place.
What is the principle work made? 
Mostly three-and-ninepenny and four shilling worsted. We have very little cotton work in Newbold.
What are the points you have come to speak to particularly? 
(Ball) We heard that the Commissioner was come, and we thought that we would come and state the case 
generally of the place. The rest of the hands wished us to come we think the cut-up work is the greatest evil.
Has that thrown a number of frames out of employment? 
It has. The hands are not able to compete with them; I mean the cut-ups. (Priestnall) Those that have families 
of four or five children cannot keep them.



The Leicester and Nottingham Journal    May 1753    staunchly Tory

Leicester Herald      Tory
    Both 1791
Leicester Chronicle      Whig

Leicester Journal   Only paper in Leicester from 1795 until 1810

Leicester Chronicle   1810  Relaunched – staunchly Whig

Leicester Herald   1827 Supporter of the Corporation

Leicester Mercury (weekly)  1836 Non-Conformist/Chartist Supporting

    Circulation 1846 (750) by 1850 (1,100)

Leicester Daily Mercury  1874 

Leicester Newspapers



Rate the Crimes

1 month hard labour

6 weeks hard labour

6 months hard labour

9 months hard labour

Death



Thomas Hargrave’s Journal



Thomas Hargrave 1780 

Thomas Hargrave 1806 -1878 

Thomas Hargrave 1831 -1916 

Thomas Hargrave DOB ? 

Lizzie Hargrave

May Wildman

Mike Preston

Mike Preston’s 
Hargrave Family Tree



Thomas Hargrave?



A Typical week for Thomas

Sunday 16th January 1859
Fine day. Sermon afternoon. NO E.D., C.N.L. They were too short to burn. I had no food.

Mon. 17th.
Fine day. I got drunk.

Tuesday 18th.
Cloudy. I helped J. Statham mend W. Gillivers parlour fireplace.

Wednesday 19th.
Fine day. I helped J. Statham mend Mrs Brown’s oven door.

Thursday 20th 
Fine day. A missionary meeting at P.M. Chapel. They all went but me and the children. I 
watched all.

Friday 21st.
Windy and Cloudy. A row between Mrs Borne? and Thomas Kent



Life and Death

April 1858

Sun 9th  Showery. Churching and    
    Christening 

Mon 10th Showery, I attended inquest 
      at Cramps.

Tue. 11th. Fine Day, John Witherbed  
died at Desford

Thur 13th  Some Rain. John Witherbred 
buried at Newbold age 40.



Living in Poverty

Saturday 19th June 1858

Thunder/Rain. I did work today and had no food but got some drink.

Saturday 3rd July 1858

Fine day. Got drunk and had no food.

Sunday 7th November 1858

Fine Day. I attended morning prayers but not the afternoon sermon, but stayed at home with 
little Tom while Thomas and his wife went to church. Poverty the cause.



Leicester Chronicle
Saturday, 10th April 1830

Emigration: Six families, 31 in 

number, have within the last 

fortnight quitted Newbold Verdon 

for America. They are going at the 

expense of  the parish. They were 

conveyed from Newbold to 

Horninglow near Burton-on-Trent 

in three carts, and on their arrival 

at Horninglow went on board a 

canal boat for Liverpool. 

Living In Poverty



• 864 Diary entries
• 300 mentions of drink

Of those 300 entries:

41% Referred to drinking

33% At Cramp’s – 
 Bricklayer’s   Arms

18% Being Drunk

7% Fights involving 
drink



Alcohol and the Village



Yard in Newbold

Pegg’s Yard?



Charles Bacon



His Home

On June 28
th

 1871, a lovely summer’s day, a child was 

born in a cottage at Newbold Verdon. That  child was 

me, at least so I have been told. There had been nine 

others born before me in the same cottage, and a 

younger brother came after me.



Church
Row



The 
Village



The 
Rectory



Hay 
Making
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Rise of the Miner



Newbold Heath
Coal Company



Rev. Cole’s dilemma

It will convert Desford and Newbold Verdon into a 
colliery district and entirely alter the character of 
the villages.’

‘I would prefer it if I had the power to put a stop to 
both of the collieries but as this is impossible it only 
remains to make the best of it.’



Original Architect’s Drawing 1875



Final School Costs



April 16th 1884: Writes to inspector of schools asking him to come and inspect the school before 
 the incumbent Headteacher leaves in June.

June 27th 1884: School inspected and the inspector comments on the overcrowding

August 8th  1884: Writes to inspector of schools informing him that he is to extend the school by 
  17 feet into the existing playground. He will pay for it and the school can pay 
  him back.

August 15th  1884: Instructs architect on what is required. Tells him Mr Gilliver (carpenter) and Mr 
  Lord (bricklayer) will undertake the work.

August 22nd  1884: Plans having drawn up in a week, the building begins

September 29th  1884: School reopens with 17’ extension

Extending the School



Why did the previous headmaster leave? 

Mr Hewellyn requires to be looked after. He is a clever 
man and a really able teacher, keeping the attention of the 
class by the interest he impart to a lesson better than any 
master I have ever heard – but I had to speak to him 
punishing children roughly and we asked him to resign 
because of his visiting the public house.

This, I am afraid, is far more common among Masters than 
I used to have any idea of and I am bound to say Mr H. 
was much more careful afterward.



St James’ prior to 1899 re-build



To truly feel you belong in a place, 
you must have some understanding 

of its history.



Thomas Hargrave’s Final Entry

Friday 26
th

 October 2018. 

Cold and windy 

Went to  School  to hear about my 

history.

Load of Rubbish ! 

Went to Cramp’s (not there anymore) 

Went to The Swan.  Got Drunk. 

A Fine Day
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