NEWBOLD VERDON is
not blessed with an
abundance  of
picturesque charm 0r
t“mlnmess of character

that the word village
evokes in the mind of
the uninitiated
townsman. It is not the
sort of place you would
find featured on a
picture postcard.

This large and srnmllng village
(mini-town

livesupto

lh mle nfilcwboulx
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lhru:glo. which was rmm'dcd in

y
comes fro,
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W
rrived in the village at the end
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id farm houses t} mnlrﬁ:
the — vil;

-mhnn:lnrll Interest h.'n
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\wentieth century.

By the time of the last war
Newbold had grown from the
five inhabitants recorded in
medieval days to a population
slightly over a thousand
strong. It had been a slow,
unspectacular growth
on the twin industries of
agriculture and mining.

brought new ideas

\\'uh the pmsperhy o( lhn l%ﬂ's

N ! xmd I l de bll
ulation explos| on oul ng
K‘."’m in less than a decade
with a furious bulldmg of
housing estates, both council

and privately owned. Now
Newbold is home to some 4,000
people.

But wh:;:w&r Newbold may lm:k

mmunity ~an
willingness lO cmue (‘;s own
e And it is a spirit
W) has pace with the
phﬁ‘s\ca\ growth  of the
vl
One man who has witnessed the
spectacular  growth of the
village parish  council
chairman, Mr.  Michael
Mensley.

Forty years ago I knew or could
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A rolatively modarn church for

name nearly mcr)body in the
village," he said
“But the growth h:.s benefited
the village, Newcomers have
brought new ideas. They have
brought new blood into the
\1lllge and new blood Is always
thing for any village.
Hh fclluw parish councillors are
committed to helping the
\111;:1: nuljust in word but by

\thn me graveyard needed
tidying they turned out with
l!;‘clr orks medd spades to help.

ey  show same

wnllf;mncs to lead by e‘(ample

n the ch\l hyard  wall
needed repal

A pm{l‘cl whlr_h has featured

o bullding faying

of n

felds for the village: * 7S

Land has been bought, levelled
and drained and recently re-
seeded with grass. Mr. Mcnslcy
reckons the fields should be
ready for use by next year.
“Later we hope to build a
wilion but of course that will
dﬂ whole new project,” he
sa

Anew project Is very much in the
Thind o Mrs. Nancy Argyle at
the moment.

Allhough the vlllaﬁa]mady gﬂs
youl
t and
SiMliated to te Methodis 3

Baptist _chapels and
Argy rmly belloves there IS
room, nn demand, for
another.

“Ours {s the_ biggest village in
these nnshul\\chn\enolrﬂ
enough meeting
youngsters. It means mey hay
to travel to Desford h
Bnrlcsxunu to get to a yout
club,” she

Putting her own experience a!
B art-time youlh eader at (hc
esford club se

the Newbold Verdon
club project undor way, >t

Helpem; the youth tutor ‘.;

plans to have the new club
open by the end ofnexl month.
It will cater for youngsters
Dbetween the ages of 11 and 16.
“Onceugelsomhe?roundllmll
be very much their club. They
will decide the sort of thing
they want to do and will run it.
We'll be there just to supervise
things,” said Mrs. Argyle.
Younger children in the village
are very much the concern of
Mr. Malcolm Mould,
Newbold
Primary

headmaster  of
erdon  County
School.

Like quite a number of his staff
he lives in the village. In fact
for him and his wife it was a
deliberate choice when he took
over the headship more than
eight years ago, leaving behind
the town atmosphere of the
Ashby-de-la-Zouc]

:‘hem he had been deputy

“The advantage of living in the
village is that you are yan l‘
the community and you

better understandin lh!
chlldren and their parems, "he
said

LT

With 470 youngsters on the roll
the school is in the top league of
village schools for size.

“Our policy is one of picking out
the best of the old and lhe bm
of the new but
unashamedly old fashlon('d
and dlscg ned about the
mcnls ur( lnzs like the three

Altho lhcschool draws all its
upuufhnum the village It s ar
Fom insular

isolated insdmllon

From
flexibility to the builder, in
that most of the internal
walls carry no loads and
therefore make alterations

very simple ind

Furthermore, wood is a
naturally warm material
and has a very high degree
of insulating power.

Wooden walls keep out chill
wintry winds and can thus
result in a great saving in
central heating buls

urniture, it knows no
equal and although the
insufferable abundance of
furniture warehouses
seems to have died down a
bit, the market for good
solid furniture
remained unaba(ed bolh
in soft and hard w

Take mahogany for exzmple,
out of fashion for so long,
because of its Victorian
overtones, is now a firm
favourite, and the softwood
pleasures of pine are still
apparent in both modern
and antique  pleces,

liy inth use

s0 popular.
Softwoods are also the most

applicable to the
handyman  with  such
woods as  whitewood,

style knchen\\'are which is ’
spruce and deal. |
These are ideal for framing |
purposes and making |
shelves, cupboards and lhe
ike. For exterior work,
nothing can better
c which is
parucularly useful where
pain or creosoting
wants lo be avoided.
Greenhouses, d in
rticular, fencing and
ouse cladding are other
indispensible ~ functions
that the rot-proof cedar can
used for.

So, for whatever the

function,
wood, because you could
find yourself not only
savinga great deal, butalso
enjo{?ng one of nature’s
aesthetically pleasing
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PORTRAIT OF NEWBOLD VERDON
Newcomers have

ln der the school _exchange

schcrnc (a kind of informal
twinning arrangement) they

have developed close links

with a Leicester based primary
00l.

4%
3

‘This has been of great value to
us, and to them t0o we hope —
useweha\cnmmmlgram
and it gives our pupils
nnce o experience a
hulu -racial setting. P he snld
sounds of a steel band or the
zccmce of Asian dancing
ling the hall of the villay
Jchool are just some of the
vmmml benefits arising from
s close contact. And the
Mwhold children take Wllh
'm a breath of fresh country
r on their visits to the
Lejcester school
aspect of the school's work
dttracted the attention of a
ggg, Telmgnn (clm unit
ing an Open University
Programme on education.

delighted were the television
ucers with the material
they got from their filming at
the vlll.’:gc school that they
ed Tap extra filming
;l'llmn o(her schools elsewhere

Rmuc" said they had got
ﬂlc excellent pieces from our

&hool that they didn't need
"‘) more. Of course the real
tars u('re the children,” said

lr
'“\emm lsduetobcshm\nnnlhc
°P('n bm\crsll) broadcasts in

Mr Muuld said the school is
Never lacking willing help
from the Jmmﬂs Two years

hs. The 00l was also
ablcm.nﬂ‘orﬂmhulldagangc
in which to house the new
mini-bus.
‘There Is a great feeling of
commum(y spirit here which
may 0o particularly
eyident. n'om just a casual

45 ~isit/ hy. says.

"Allhough not as picturesque as
a Cotswold village it makes up
for n In the friendliness of the
peopl

The school buildings are put to
F‘ood use outside classroom
ours by many of the different
organisations and activity
Emu'ps that Newbold Verdon

‘Typical of a score or so of local
E;oups in the village are the

‘erdon Players, an amateur
dramd company who stage
lhelr productions in the school

They have been putting on their
twice-yearly productions now
(nr me past 12 years and are

Gl

wood burning boller to Thi
hml the household.

His latest project — non-farming
nalunu — Is the conversion
of a 72-foot long “butty” boat
into two ru]af cqmpped and
powered can:

The s(ccl hullcd huuy —a horse-
drawn

ot narrow-gauge rail locomotive was rescued from a
0 quarry and restored by farmer Mr. John Vernon. It even
v 200 yards of track to run up and down on at Church
background is Mr. Vernon’s current project — con

Torae-draws ity bost INGS tws conel boc oot

:qum'd two y :rrgeazo fi
e Yom
the canal side at Dudley.

Looking for all lhe world like
some modernday equivalent to
Noah's Ark the two canal boat

ruisers  dominate the
entrance to Church Farm.

Mr. Vernon hopes to have them
both in the water by the spring
— one is being built for a
friend. No doubt he will then
treat himself, and Mrs.
Vernon, to a well-earned rest
on the waterways

Another rnmmder of times S.m
in Newbold is Mr.
Partridge, wholives on Dragos

e. Or rather it is his trade
as blacksmnh that takes one
back to the days of the village
“smithy".

Forty years in the trade Mr.
Partridge does not now
actually undertake the work of
shoeing horses in the village.
He makes the shoes in_the
small forge at the back of his
home — a modern semi — and
then travels out to outlying
hrm< :md stables to complete
the

He rvgr(-ls the decline of the
emand for some of the
blacksmith's traditional

products.

“People today don’t want smith-
forged wrought iron work.
They'd rather buy mass-
produced St allhnugh n
doesn't  have the sa
strength,” he said

Now his work lies mainly in
shoeing horses and In his time
he has worked on expensive
racehorses, humers (he used to
do a lot of work for the
Atherstone Hunt memb«n),

Thoe fine oak staircase is one of the features of Hall Farm, homl u'
farmer Mr. lain Sclklrk The Hall is an 18th contury manor h
surrounded by ncient moat, which is a listed hll(oncﬂ
monument. Mr Snlklrk and his family have farmed here since 1948.

which could take up to lwo
days to shoe.

The Jubilee Inn, one of
Newbold’s four  pubs, is
headquarters of the only
football team in the village.

The team was slaned several
years ago by the of the
En‘icnl landlord, \1\‘ Harry

Born in the village Mr. Bell
moved away to live in Barwell
for more than 20 years. But he
returned 11 years ago and with
his wife Violet, took over the
running of the Jubilee.

"1 was very happy to return lo
Newbold," he said. “They're

It was home from home for Mr. Harry Ball when he returned to the
;L‘ry friendly bunch round

village where ho was born to take over the running of the Jubiloe Inn,
helped by his wife, Violot.

to local social
life.

Founder-member and producer
af their current production —a
Francis Durbridge thriller (o
beperformedmtthpnnz
Mrs. J

“We get qullc a lol of support
from the village and seem able

dttract steady audiences
with people coming from other
:‘u;ges nearby as well,” she

Visitors of u different kind are
ted

age by
farmer John Vernon's passion
for things mechanical.

HIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
y come to admire the 1932
(Ransomes steam traction

) ne which Mr. Vernon
takingly rebuilt and
tored to working order.

12-ton monster Is frequentl;
n leaving Ch frea U

Ndnmmmumm

1Ly
".

EXTRA Special Discount available for Cash 1 | |
— good allowance on Trade-ins.

A wide range of new and used chal, .‘
hdud up with Spares Department — inc nilng
chain sharpeni .

A_l.].mm,sjlgvlm AND REPAIRED

Easy maintenance.  Low price.

ing service.

"Lovell Plant Sales |

We are clso agents

153 ENDERBY ROAD, WHETSTONE, LEICESTER
Telephone Leicester 773737

SALES, SPARES,
SERVICE HIRE

Chalnsuws, cut-off saws,
brushcutters, etc.
for: Winget, Atkinsons, Hyscot,
Jonlow, Kango, Alrdrive, Thor, Clarke-Paus, Benford,
PMASM, David Brown, Errut, Clipper, BHC.
'~ BOBSYMONDS
(daytime) Leicester 773737
e nlngl l.oughborough 217268

‘arm
‘r the summer months to

rnon ur- md llllmlll‘d

g
top
E:;ltﬁz lu\x mllesp;%? )mur to n

undering 12 mph — on a
good straight, naturally.
though it might seem that
rarm n| mndslogcunlhewny
bh time-

nnumin hol
mocadon e for ¢ kmnx with
ngines, it was farming which
first awakened his Interest In

1 was a lad all the
hmx machines
were drlw.-n by neum
I n en, nu lnd l
ted i satd

m his interest does not stop
traction engines.
umh Farm must be one of
few farms around —
ps (hn only one — lo

nﬂwny plus locommlve nnd
urruw all in working

Mx' chon rucued Pamela ;‘i!
uge :
w loeomoﬂve — from

Tnative of Cheshire, Mr. Vernon

hll ‘.:d at Newbold for 20
yg:n, He has even made hi
5

SPECIAL OFFER

GUARDS

THORNPROOF TWEED
TWO PIECE SUITS

Beautifully tailored in hardwearing
two-ply twist yarn in several
interesting checks and neat
designs.

£49 .50

*Sizes 38in. to 46in. chest
Available in most fittings.

* REGULAR * SHORT

* LONG % SHORT PORTLY
* REGULAR PORTLY

* SHORT STOUT FITTINGS

*EXTRA OUTSIZE

48",50", 52" CHEST at £5 5

HANDSOMELY TAILORED IN BRITAIN
TWO PIECE SUITS

OUTSTANDING VALUE

@1 IN PURE NEW WOOL £59.50

Available in regular, short, short *38-46 CHE!
SIZES 46-50 CHEST —£65

Whitcher

menswear

49-51 HIGH STREET o LEICESTER » TELEPHONE 59489

9C Castle Street, Hinckley 54 Churchgate, Loughborough 28 Smm\lold Wuy, Cnvenlry
Tel. 34380 Tel, 212055

portly and long fitting.

We have a large selection
of superbly failored suits
from £55 to £95

*Sublect to avallobility.




