NEWBOLD VERDON is
not blessed with an
abundance of that
picturesqué charm or

uaintness of character
that the word village
evokes in the mind of
the uninitiated
townsman. It Is not the
sort of place you would
find featured on &
picture posteard.

This and sprawling vil
CalRLIoY, Mgt be s moes
accurate tag) in the heart of
West Leicostershire's

o ke of Newbeid, P

The name, which was recorded in
1 of 1088,
English
meaning

Newcomers have
brought new ideas

With the prosperity of the 1850
and H0's the village
experienced s own
population explosion, doubling
in size in Jess than a decade
with a furious ballding of

5ing estates, both council

By Phil
Lewington

and privately owned. Now

Newbold is home to some 4,000
people

But whatever Nowbold may lack

L e & B

a veness § - Totain

essential

[eature  that

name pearly overybody in the
village,” he said
“But the growth has bonefited
the village. Newcomers have
brought new ideas. They have
brought new blood into the
village and new blood is alwiys
a good thing for any villngo
His fellow parish councillors are
10 lpm%“ the
village not just in word but by
deed also.
When the graveyard needed
[l they turned out with
jorks and spades to help,
same

showed =~ the
mwno Jead by examplo
':hmhy'ud wpau

ready for use by next year.
“Later  we

A Dew project 1 very much in the
mind of Mrs. Nanoy Argyle at
the moment

Although the village already ha
two youth rluﬁn |h.~yy :::

10 tho Methodist and
Baptist - chapels  and

Argyle firmly believ
mom. and  de

“Ours lhe biggest village in
these but we have riot

myounp lxmnnslfeu ha“
ters, y have
to  travel to or
Barlestone to get to a youth

it

club,” she said
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childreaand it gives our pupils

“This hs

to ence
e CTial setting. he said.
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Many come to admire the 185
which Mr. Vernon
rebuilt  and

But his interest does not stop
short at traction engines
Church Farm must be ‘one of
the fow n'“:!Arms

obscurity and neglect in a
North  Wales slate quarry
where the engine has spent its
working life

A native of Ches

hire. Mr Vernon
has farmed af Newbold {or 20
years. He has even made his
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own wood burning botler to
heat the household

His latest project — non-farming
naturally — is the conversion
of a 72-foot long “butty” boat
into two fully equipped and
powered canal boats.

The steel-hulled butty — a horse-
drawn canal barge — was
acquired two years ago from
the canal side at Dudiey,

Looking for all the world like
some modern day equivalent to
Noah's Ark the two canal boat
cruisers dominate the
entrance to Church Farm.

Mr. Vernon hopes to have them
both in the waterb thesrﬂng
— one is being t for a

treat  himself, and Mrs
Vernon, to a well-earned rest
on the waterways.

Another reminder of times past
in Newbold is Mr.
Panncg:o. who lives on Dragon
Lane. Or rather it is his trade
as blacksmith that takes one
back to the days of the village
“smithy™,

Forty years in the trade Mr.
Partnidge does not now
actually undertake the work of
shoomgkhorsrs in the village.
He makes the shoes in t
small forge at the back of his
home — a modern semi — and
then travels out to outlying
farms and stables to complete
the work,

He regrots the decline of the
demand for some of the
blacksmith’s traditional
products,

“People today don't want smith.
i wrought iron work.
11:‘_:3"6 rather buy mass.

uced stuff — although it
Soesn't have the same
strength,” ho said.

Now his work lies mainly in
shoeing horses and in his time
he has worked on expensive
racehorses, hunters (he used to
do a lot of work for the
Atherstone Hunt members),
and the great Shire horses,

hich could take

W up to two
days to shoe.
The Jubilee Inn, one of

is
headquarters of the only
football team in the village.
The team w;s g{nened se}'eur:el
rs son o
E%en%nd‘ord Mr. Harry

Born in the village Mr. Bell
moved away to live in Barwell
R
return years
his wife Violet, lx over the
running of the Jubilee.

“1 was very h to return to
Newboid." h:p&yid “They're a
;.;cry friendly bunch round

ere.

This Hunslet narrow-gouge rail locomotive was rescued from a
‘Welsh slate quarry and restored by farmor Mr. John Vernon. It oven
has 500 yards of track to run up and down on at Church Farm. In the
background is Mr. Vernon's current projoct — convarting an old
horse-drawn butty boat into two canal boat cruisers.

Tho fine cak staircase hmo'tbﬂumo'“'m’m'dif"‘
farmor Mr. lain Selkirk. The Hall is an 18th contury manor house
surrounded ‘o o ik Imlhl '

by an ancient moat, which
monument. Mr. Selkirk and his family have farmod hore since 1948,

«

1t was home from home for Mr. Harry Boll when he returned to the

village whoro ho was born to take over the of
helpod by his wife, Vlomlo.:"




