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WITH the running down
of the once prosperous
coal mine at nearby
Desford, it seemed cer-
tain that Newbold Ver-
don would become a
“ghost town.” But the
discovery that the vil-
lage was not affected
by subsidence, unlike
so many of its neigh-
bours, has saved it
from extinction and
the village now fulfils
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given It a new

lease

shops in the centre of the
village as well. ”

“All the new people in the

village either work in Lei-
cesler or for the English
Electric factories.”

28 entlrely different The low cost of good quality

role.

This major factor added to the
village's close proximity to
! Leicester only 10 miles away,
has given Newbold a fresh

Jease of life as an ideally T

situated commuter area.

Today, the population is around
2.500 and is cxpected to grow
$ still further to 3,000 people
i . — trebling the original

mid-fifties.

Village coal merchant, Mr. Mick
Preston, has served two terms
as chairman of the parish

housing in pleasant rural
setting has obviously
endeared Newhold to the new
residents, most of whom have
come from built-up areas,
even Leicester itself.

he¢ rapid growth of Newhoild
Verdon in the sixties has alco
helped to inject a new leasc of
life into the village's shops not
the least of which is the sub-
post office run by Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Hanscomb.,

number of residents in the Mr. and Mrs. Hanscomb moved to

Newbold from Leicester —
where Arthur had worked for
Everards Brewery in Southgate
ﬂ_rcct — in scarch of a quieter
ifc.

council, including the current “As our four children were grown

vear, and knows as well as
anvone the chznges that have
swept through Newbold
Verdon since the war.

“I'm sure that if it hadn't been
for the new housing we
would've been a dying
village,” he told me ‘‘and it
has helped to provide new

up and three of them living
abroad.” Mrs. May Hanscombe
said, “We thought this was an
opportunity to branch out on
our own. We bought thc old
post office up the road when
the previous sub-postmaster
died, because {his scemed like a
nice little business {o give us an
interest.”
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Three years ago when the new
parade of shops was opened on
Main Street. Mr. and_  Mrs.
Hanscomb opted to buy bigger
premises to expand the general
store - side of the business.

“At the time we didn't think the
village would grow quile SO
guickly.” Mrs. Hanscomb said.
“But it's trebled in size since
we first came here. We've really
got our hands full now with the
extra custom.”

One of Mr. Hanscomb's four post-
men working on a part-time
basis is a remarkable gentle-
man, 70-year-old Mr. Frank Hill,
a retired coal miner and holder
of the British Empire Medal for
services rendered to the coal
industry.

Invaluable work

There can’t be many people who,
after an entire life's work at
the coal face, would take on-a
fairly strenuous job in their
retirement vears.,

Mr. Hill started at the mine when
he was only 13 years old and
moved 1o nearby Desford
Colliery when he was 25—he
retired ofiicially in October
1964,

Add this to his considerable
length of service on Newbold’s
Parish Council as well as his in-
valuable work as Jocal branch
secretary for the National
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Union of Miners and you might
have 1thought that Mr. Hill
woald be happy o take it easy
for the rest of his life. -
“I've always becn a very active
man and when Mr. Hanscomb
asked if I would be prepared to
help him out over the Christ-
mas rush one year, I jumped at
the chance,” Mr. Hill told me.
What was a very temporary task
turned into a permanent part-
. lime vocation which keeps Mr.
Hill in excellent health.
“The money is wuseful, I will
admit, but I do the job because
1 really like it he said. *]
rcally enjoy it when gil the
children in the villsea con wma
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centrating on the very' non-
theatrical business of raising
money for a completely new
wooden stage which they are
hoping to have ready in time
for the next big production on
February 6 and 7 of the New
Year. & ‘
‘his will be in the form of three
one-act plays called “Lights
Qut”. “O.HM.S.” and “The
Crimson  Coconut™, and will
involve every single member of
the group.

‘he Players’ secretary, Mrs.
Lesley Hodgking, of Peter's
Avenue, who is also in charge
of fund raising. told me how
they had accumulated over £80
to date.

Our biggest effort so far has
been our sponsored walk in
which 15 people. myself in-
cluded. walked a 15-mile course
and raised £58. I also held a
bring and buy sale and coffec
morning and this brought in
another £25.

But it doesn’'t matter how much
we raise, it all scems to be
swallowed up Dby all th(:
different things that we need.’
irs. Hodgkin thought that a pos-
sible reason for the drama,
group’s undoubted success in
the village was that it helped.
people to get to know each
other. ) dlei o
his is clearly the basic in-

redient for the various other:
;gwursuits in Newbold Verdon as.
well. The Wednesday Club,

(known in the past as the
Friendship Club) exists on this
need alone.

Jiggest effort

club helps women at home
)alxl1rd newcomers to the village to
get acquainted and we make it
easier for people to come by
always meeting in the even-
ing.” secretary Mrs. Joan Field,
of Gilbert's Drive said.
he Ciub. which has 59 members
mects @1 St James Church He!l

e Some of the children at the Peter Pan Play Group which
James’ Church Hall and is organised by Mrs
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Mr. Frank Hill, B.E.M,,

Newbold Verdon’s 70-
year-old part-time pastman.
About to set off on his cycle
on his ‘daily rounds.

trecasurer, and helps to super-

vise the numerous events which

raise cash for this wonderful
cause,

Most of the money each ycear

comes from the .‘Ll!l(]'f \:L'(‘ltl}'
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. Jill Scott (left). Also in the picture are her
partner Mrs. Pam Allen and Mrs. Joyce Taylor (right). it :

been running, demand for
places at the plav group has
even taken . the organisers by
surprise.

‘The group accommodales 49
children - although numbers
never exceed 20 in any one
session and there is a waiting
list of 27 children.

“We are only holding morning
play groups five days a week a1
the moment, ’said Mrs. Scoit
“Bul becausc of the pressure of
numbers we are going to hold
two afternoon sessions a week
as well in the New Year.”

Mrs. Scott is agsisted at the play
group by her co-organiser Mrs,
Pamela Allen and two helpers,
Mrs. Joyce Taylor and Mrs,
Hilary Barnes,

The play group has to operate on
very sct lines laid down by the
County Council health authori-
lies, who also had to give their
approval before the group
could be set up.

Own equipment

“We have to charge two shillings
an hour which seems like
rather a lof, but-our rent at the
hall comes to quite a bit and
over the year we have hagd 10
buy all our own equipment,
tovs and teaching aids,” Mrs,
Scott said. -

“We have to get the local
authority’s approval to start a
group but we don't geot a
penny  from them towards
setting up.”

I asked Mrs, Scott why the play
£roup was so popular with

. Jamilies in the village.

“Well, not many mothers go to
work, so il isn’t a question of
getting rid of their children.”
she said. “But coming to the
Eroup and mixing with other
children does give them tre-
Imendous confidence and wete
them ready {or infants” school »

“It isn't so much a QuUestion nf
what thev Yecrn aash g fan
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”Thc

moncey is uscful, 1 will
admit, bul I do the job because
I really like it he said. *I
really enjoy it when all the
children in the village sece mo
coming and call out ‘Hello, Mr.
Postman'.

“It was quile a challenge al first

when [ came face to face with a
great  stack  of parcels and
letiers, I didn't think 1 would
manage. but 1 find il quile casy
now."

And working at 70 has brought its

own belated bonus for Mr, Hill
w until his 70th, birthday he
was limited to .the amounl of

moncy he could carn which
made overtime :\t Christmas
almost an period. Now

“unpaid”
he has passmr the age barrier
he can tot up as much pocket
money as he likes.

neweomers Lo Newbold
Verdon have in a very short
space of (ime made a valuablo
contribution o the village's
aclivities.

Formed in Jantary of this year,

the village's drama group which
is called the Newbold Players

has roved itself to Dbe
enthusiastic, vigorous and
ambltious,

Membership numbers around 36

people and the Players have
alrcady put on onc¢ presenla-
tion at the village's #gchool hall
fn front of an invited audience

— two onc-act plays “Tho
Patient” and  “Oulpatients”,
the Players are con-
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casier tur people Lo come by
always meeting In the even-
ing," sccrelary Mrs. Joan Field, ™

of Gllbert's l)mvc sald.

The Club, which has 50 members
mects al St. James Church Hall
and covers a wide range of
subjeels, Including
fashion shows. Jectures by

visiting experts. tours to ouf-

side places of interest nnd

more tlopically, a

dinner.

Mrs. Jfeld typifics the sorl of
person who belongs to the Wod
L nesday  Club <she = mored” v
"Newbold — Verdon  with hcr
family four years ago without
knowing a single person in the
village.

“I found that my neighbour was
p' ‘“{a to what was then called
the Friendship Club, so 1 wenl
along, foo, jusl to sce what it
was like, and I've Dbeen a
member cver since,” she said.

In a village like Newbold Verdon,
where there is a predominance
of younger pcople, the scnior
cilizens are by no mcans for-
gotten. The communily's Old
People's 1fund, which has been
running now for nearly f(ive
years, ensures {hat cvery ycar
the clderly retired folk of
Newhold recelve a very
welcome  Christmas  bonus
the last two years running it
has bheen £4 cash per person.

Mr. Henry (Jock) Mitchelson, of
Mill Lane. who works for Ralby
Fnrzinnormg Co.. is the fund’s

flower’
arranging, bring and buy sales,

Chrlstmus,:‘

(reaswrer, and helps (o
raise
cause.

Most of

cash for this wonderful

the moncy cach
mlo compchtmn which
in aboul £30 a week (rom
selling the once-shilling tickets.

Of (his sum the winner of the
“Rity” cach week receives half
and the othier halfl goeg directly
to the fund,

‘But there are many other cvents

held during the year which

‘f N hcl‘ {6 bodst the final amount
)¢

1o distributed al Christias,
including darts compelitions,
rummage sales, raffles and even
Jladies’ charity football malches.

The extent of the fund's good
work can be mcasurcd by the
fact that 220  old people
benefited  from  last  year's
Christmas handoul — a mag-
nificent achievement for the
village.

I'rom the older generafion (o (he
voungsiers of the village
many ol Newhold's under-fives
are now receiving (he expert
ruidance and  tuilion of the
village's newly-established Peler
Pan Play Group.

The group was starled in Icb-
ruary of this yecar by Mrs, Jill
Scoll, (36), of Barbara Avenue,
who holds a Nursery Nursos
Examination Board cerlificate

and has a wealth of experience
in child nursing.
In the Grst 10 months that it has
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. Mr. and Mrs, A Hnnscor‘nb plclurcd bchind the counter ot lnclr busy sub- post omcc wllh.
Mrs. Joy Brearley (centre), daughter of posiman My Feanl
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super-
. vise the numerous events which

year
.comes from {he fund's weekly

brings

she saud, “Bul coming

group and mixing with

children does give them {ro-

mendous  confidence and  gols

i them ready for infan(s' schoal,”
It isn'l so much a question of
what they learn with us in
terms of knowledge, bul {hey
learn reponsibilities and how (o
look after themselves.”

(o the
other

Burhage
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