Hail o ., miling marn, welcome the day
s

Ths pAf= Story of Charlea Beccn
Tae 50{3 By nimaail?

Gz Juns 28th 1871, & lovely zummer's day, = ohild
yes born in & sottase at Nawbold Verdon, That ohild
vag m=, 8t lesst so I hevs besn told., Thers had besn
ninz otherz born Dafors me in ths same cottsge, and &
youngsr brother thres years later. The cottage in vhich
T wos born consiszted of one living room 12ft, x 14ft.and
a kitohen Bft, x 6f%, and tzc bsdrooms the game sige,

It wae the middle oottsze in & roy of elsven, A pump
outaids ths cottsgs zsrvad the rhola row, and m vesh-houss
rith & lorge copper 4nstalled vss situnted st ths end,
This slso served nll the femiliss, and it wes qults =
businses for tham all to agree ra to the times they should
uge Lt., Theve wea a emall strip of land to sach octings
and at ths botiom af eseh strip ves a pigaty snd 8 oconl-
houge, At esch and of the row of sotinzss wes s lavatory
for the use of ell the tspentsa, 7T :

en o, sguers yards inoluding gardens,pig stye, cosl-
houses ate, These housaars etill in existonce, The

tenants at the time I wes born wers eithsr miners or farm
laboursrs, but nll good friends. My father w¥es e waggonsr
and had to do Sunday ssrvice and exi duri nry

aotteges, vas & gravel path o or gaven feat wids whlohk
124 %o ths Church, £o that ws hod all ths axcitsmant of
ge=ing Yeddinzs, Punspale and the Bends at the alub Passig
soming to =nd going from tha Church, Flough Monday enrly
{n Jonuery wes nlveys a big event for us, A1l ths blagsr
poys vould borrov a plough snd sost or thraaten to plough
up the csusavsy if no i for the het, Church and
o¥npele, both Saptist end Primitive lathediat, were very
puch sport thosw deys, my parsnte thought 1t very ruds to
hove our front decr cithar cpen or svan sler xhan ths Chural
psople were pesalng. Then my fether, brother: and myealf
met the viesr or his wifs vo alvays ‘cuohod our cepe, vhile
my mothep and slstsera mtsiod.lt hnd & fesling than that
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) You may help a load 1o lighten us you go. g
3,

thie the catelor leat us s salt treugh. *hilst thni
Toe thawt 3 Yed wvory 1ittl: reom Bu v never talizved
in srosslnz & bridgs till w0 got Lo 1%,

T+ allctments in the ¥illegd sspa suout 1%
wilez srvay, Thia I B Ipsd in tura o Grogsp, & Sqkar
und a ginll Parror, 1 alsd hed plonty el tatorcsting
rork te do in texing Rorsoa to she Tisldn sad Lo ths
birakemithe, f=-Iin- oer o'n pi. In the lanzs, ootting
mepure for tho sllotmand, - =d drying 7regs for B0
pl='s ciober Leod, “hsn ib vog- Aapie w Dalped Botkhor
to 30 arhming to the tops of hesiory froem Lamfosatsr,
Rroh Autumn I 3otheorcd goorng b0 lilp feid the pla,
and glecnod eorn in th: ficlde, vhiel ve aint to thc !

n, 2i1l to by ground eft:r vz hed thrsshed 1t witk flsils
o on aralks in the 3 rdsn, ths vind dein; the winnoving,
\ *s galdom hnd %o tuy wny piz fe=d or bedding for cur
pix, iy Pathor veg very fond of ahildpren gnd *e vore
g1l7a %o halp hik ot home, Whe Sundiy 2chool or tiw
sardan slthough both my Petkror cnd Hothly ! 5rs over
G yoaps of c=2 bsfery T wne sorn, “hH.u 1 rsoshas v
ngs of 10, ho bought ms = xheiliceros mod: by thy
villase vhezlepizht shited acut proonbly 18/, I mns
vaprr plarecsd witk t¥43 =2 1 waa acy abl: te sarn A
fov coppore with 4%, [ veg (s trud ovpar, for it
anrrdad py 101454 1z on 4t. T hrve o ned o 5002 meny
vehinki & 1n uy tim: chish heve e<prl i my nomo OO
thin, Vvt not on: of thom Kove meds me [42) ntarly so
preud o5 AL wy firat vhsclosrroy, ne pravicusly 1
only posgcesad o £ hows medt toy., Yo deplved two
pltrsupss fron; toye, firat meking thom cad thon Floying
vigh thze,

fiy Dozhoot Had Besn very Bagpy up Lo so%, bt
gsoon T wee to larn coxething of Jthir pioplea trovclss
end aceroye, On3 d75 I maah 4 cut of sahcol na wsucl
tc 20 Lo ths mo+den to frtelr up the 00y for milking
for my frizpd, th: sm-1l “+rmer, I hod grown to lowe
both Rim nnd his family re his tio childron core about 1
gy own s3> and v: ofbtan plored togathsr, Thiy rore {
Shusch =hilst we w=zr2 Shap:l, bot this 414 not maks amg
dffTapancs, Yo, =5 wor: somariat vipop in thie rcapunt
gvets pome of the older propls, Oa arriving at ths
pr=ur 1T found tvo etrange mon thira. Thay esked me
n lot of ausationy and nob knoring 3211L00s from renl
men T probably toid them n 11ttle more then T ehould
hova dons, I zot tho soys out of the meedny intc Lln
isnc, whan cnu of tF. mon slat the gets, T twid him
tc opsn ths mot- wzaic os I shoull be oringicg tha cows
brek efter milking, = then told ms the cowe would not
2o into th-t meadow again ap th s vaps talting syrrything
over including th- Srem ites1f, That 313 1%, I essmed

e o \Gas my 2RazaN. I La0 slvsedy Sold tho 3eiliffas that
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5 Hat first you don's succeed, ry again. g
4,

I vas going to torn ths next day rhich ras Snturday,
vith ths Permar's son, and 54 rirs starting very carly
in the moralng 2= %3 were taking tro cows to th: merkst
te =211, Tha wmzgoner wes &1s0 golng to town e-rly with
© 1god of olover vhich hed teén trusszd nnd lorded that
day, Alza! my hopes wure sgusahed, end I soon found out
whit the trouclz »ng, vhen I want besk to the house and
sax all the f-aily orying, That to ms wee paal zrisf, for
I kney ths femily were pll good workers, and had dona
nothirz to deserve this fata, Ths 3siliffs took over the
nzxt dey and some of the men vors dlsmissed, The Bailiff
g"ve me & esn of milk nnd ssnt me to agk ny mothey If gho
would cook 2 foxl fop them th: nsxt dn{. end 2l8o to msk
her 1f I could ksep zoing to ths farm Lo run arsands unsil
sverything wes scid up., I want hems, vepy 8ad, 2nd toid
my prrants =ll T knew but they dida't understand much mbout
{t, They did not understand (as I Zc now) thrt the orne»
of ths fnrm could not sxtst if ths tonante A4 net pay the
rent when 1t becans dus, My Cfather docsfded to talks ma cnalk
to the form vith ths milk to find cut, firatly, shethar the
Bailiff was in ordsr ziving milk cuay, nnd ecsondly,
vhethsr he could help ky cld frisnd, ths yoeung fermay, In
any vey, He sould not help in monsy for he g=ldcom hed more
thon n shilling in his posist, However, tharc wes nothing
he could do, The S1411ff zns in posscssion rnd ths Fammow
fnd his femily nnd gons o atey with friasnds in Lalcestsr
until nfter the salc, The Bsiliff told my fethor he vas
gquite in order in 3iving owny half o 3ellea of milk s dey,
and the expenas \ " Y4g fect %2, nocals 9. cliarged up to
the ownor of th: famm., I helpsd ell I could until aftop
the esls, but I did not tels too kindly to the udlLfT
not only had hs robbed ms of a trlp to Leissstsn to seil
tx0 cows, not to mentfon & rids hom: in th: = s2on, but hs
had orused mmch trouble end grief tc us all, wAL Vory
goung end this was my firet goodbys, I wns vory sad foo I
81t I wes lozing all my fricnds, not only in human beinia,
tut the enfmnls thot I hod quits an effecticn for,

I atayed et tha farm vntil the 3sl: wsg over, tha
nov trasnbs soon brought in thatir furniturs and atook, Thay
wsre o middly sgad coupls rith a son and deuzhter, but
thegs 414 not com: rith them as tlay were attonding High
Sahool, T wes nsked to stop mt ths farm and help them cut,
but gomshow I £21t very lonsly, Thnt epers time I had on
Saturdeys and holldeys I prafercd to spand at the Grocers,
or d2livering goods for the Anker for s for noppers a dey,
cspsoially a3 I wes usually providsd rith s 2ood dinner and
some hot rolla and butter for tsa,

The farm had bosn very sadly neglocsed by the
pravious tenants and I lsepnt thet my first fermer Crtend
had apent practioally all his sapital trying to put things
in ordsr. Thsrs have boon numerous tinants 1in thet farm



Rigiedt

& If at first you don't succeed ry again,
g,

during the pagt sixty yeara, + I have alwoys thought o2
my firet frieed, the farmsr, whonevsr I have heard of the
ferm changing hands, I have seen ond nenrd of meany simiiap
oznee elmo= then, I mysclf have made man mistekes ¢

lnck of 2apitnl and sxpertence togother rith opogition, nut
in my coes thie only eoted os o stimulent and urged me to
push heardsr Lomsyrde the gonl T had get my mind on,

I heve nox learned , end 1 2en therzfore fee)
7ry dooply for anyone whe dces fsil in business through
a0 feuls of their own, Now it 2a seid thet & oat hne nins
livese, Dul I say 1f this is tiie sams men hsve ninety., MNen
nrs risking thelr lives hourly ror ths bencfit of ug a8
and ti: svsrage man nerdly ever gives this a thought, ]b

30D %o tha ago of sixty,

+ha Mt T rcoollect wee on o vory het June oy
xhen I wee londing o younz horee that had bean put batwean
shafta, in a horeca »eks, for the fivst time, the weggoner
¥orzing the veks, Vhen ws atopped for lunoh, the cnor
eexod ma L0 go to th: zhed and fstoh his bottle, tell n; =0
ot the same Yims o hava a good drink out of it. Thia
did, and < Sut it ves the wrong bottle, tho snme
type of tut xith poison in it. It was ths
bottls Lhe shepherd ugsd to dregss ‘he et of the shesp.
I nad taken a good awclicr beforms I raclised what 1t was,
This mede m@ {1l snd 3iddy, but we thought it would work off
and started to rake the fisld agein, I socn £211 domn and
the young horse gallopred off snd dragzged ms under the rnks
until L atopped at the fisld wate, Later on, ziddy and 411,
I waes ablo to 5oy howe when my Mother govs me mustard to
drink, and put her finger down my thrcat, This made me
violently sick, and & fex days aftsrmards I was quite well

again,
I spent the next throu yeurs or so helping the
Groger and the Baksr in my epare %ime, and when I wos noarly
2loven ysara of ago my Fether hesrd from a frisnd,s butorner,
named Moore from Ledces%er, end w¥ho hnd A stall in Atherstone
Merket overy Tuosdsy, and who sold ment and offals, Hs
called =t Osdeby Lo sarve a few customers thare on his wey
to market, It vwas arrangcd that Lf I cculd moet him in thie
viliange nt 8 a,m, each Teesday, he would supply uz or cthers.
This vaz too good er offer to be missed, so sach Tuseday, I
had tc 2lean my boots overalgkt and then welk over many
flolde, = gocd tvo miles emoh way, to fetch the meat, I had
to take n snow white sloth witli me to vrap it up in, N
togother with the last week's copy of the "Chriatisn Hersla",
This vas the only paper we ever had and slways raminds ms of
hote
: for our
It ds Tuatay sgaln. T was WP oY 0 OO ake & b
neat, It had deen .r“&?o* oo l.’ia X o & mg,__o:f‘ _
haping to get some acorna Iow thie S de 1t easy, and I soon
blown down and e great meny on thi L . Bhomedibo e §




€ God's in Hic Heaven, all's right with the warld,

6
bad my bag filled. That day when school was over we went
agelin and got more, e saw a squirrel, who like us was gettin,
hla winter's food, v

Although it wez very dark in the ¥inter and I wan
often very frizhtensd to 20 out fn ths dark and cold, I
enjoyed the walk in othsr g9ssons, Ths order for ths butchsr
weE Invariedly. 3lbs of bresst of mitton end two-pennyworth
of zust, mind Jour manners, end kssp ths oloth alean, That
mEat, ¥ith an oven full of roested potetess, made us ssveral
2004 m=als, Ths Journey ususlly meent that T wes late for
school on Tussdays, but the School-mester did not mind this
after my Mother had explalnsd the reason, Probably the fagt
that I worked for hours at & time in his gerden during
school hours, and 414 other 0dd Jobs had & lot to do with his
lenieney., I lmow I wes hapoler in the gardan, tut my mind

A wea ¥y then, I t little of ny future, some of tre

boye envied me,
’
@ 20 nox m Ave made 1life essler, probably not so
happy, Now T feei glad that I have mads tLhs begt use of the
“alent I had and I have tried to improve upon it, With that
and ths tesching I had fyrom Parente and Temchers I have been
able to find, snd keep, good friends, and with them always
love to zing "Por pseasful homss, and healthful days,
Fe ows thes thankfulness and praise,
¥ho givest all",
¥ow, I often think that 1f my Popronta had not
bslonged to the Jeptist Chapel, my young 1ife from the ngs
of sevan to ten, would have bezn & drad one, for I naver
remember having & toy bought me, although my Pether would
sometimse make ms one, Yo used to make our own whistles sut
out from an agh piant, and bird 1ime, from chewing holly bari,
Catching birds wes 2rost fun, by using stioks aprand over
with home mede bird lime, but 1% would have bsen no fum for
us, 1f we had taken the bird or eny of their szzs home

'}f Wo hed all kio'r of begzars, a Rusafen, with & foler

aLion

bear and a pols, He ¥°s nover popular for we wers scared of
him at night, ¥e 1iked the travelling sctors the beat, vho,
. Lo attract attentlon to their tent, would beat s big drum
vhile one of their doughters would danee outsids under hanging
S, paraffin lamps, Usually, when the boss of the show cams in to

scunt the audience, he would find o number of us had orept
under ths cenves without paying, but he dere net turn ua out
for faar of koeping out other pacple who were willing tc pay,

Usuanlly ons nizht waz enoc for them at gnch villege, Thot

vas anothar aide ¢




The giftr of God are all around ns. -

IFron an early age I was fond of animals, I would
goonor feod or take then to the fiold than I wowld play oricket
anr tine, and I waas not the only one for I have peen many Shat
have nade & successa from 2m sarly senaible hobby, but 1 us,
short of cash to achieve it in many cases, But as T see 1t now
1% 1a betiter %o have 1i%¢le than have t00o much unearned money.
I found 1t rrand %o earn money on & Job I loved to do. Today
the wag oner, another lad and nyeelf start off to Breedon Cloud
Eills & diztance of ten miles, with & waggon and two carts for
iang lime, We start at 4 a.m, for the works close ab 12,30,

We go through Selton, Nr, Loughborough, it is thelr Ualte Weel
and I saw & pony going round and round pulling a set of Hobby
Zorzea with s belt attached to drive the organ. The first time
I bed seen A poOny play muaic, The following Monday waa their
Anm;;l norse Fair, ono of tho largeat. I wishod we were going
ezein,

Another Saturday was sheep washing., The shephard,
010 Tloss (the shoep dog) and I sot off to fetoh e drove of sheepn
and lanba to placse in the Irook Meadow near the shesp wash, Thia
wag 8 briok made tank with & tub in one corder for the shepherd
to stand in, This tank was about rive feet deep and full of
rwning water, One of the nen and I scaught the sheep and
rolled theit into thelr bath, then the shepherd would aprinide
aoe of Coopsra! Sheep Dip Cowder over esch one and glve them
a pood wash, and nll the time the old ewes were bloating to
their sona and daughtera and they would snewer baalk., And I for
one thought it grand, snd I beliove they did after it was all
over and they had shook themsolves woll and they wers all spread
out in the sun again and could talk in their way of the exper-
ionce geained. I woll romember A large ram butting ne into the
water, I was vory L1l after that, and was deaf & lonz time
until one day we saw an olé gipsy and she told father to get a
hedzehog, m™ast it and put sone of tho warn fat into ny ears,
That 4id 4t, But like making Hare Soup you first have to ocatch
the bare, and Father was soe Yine beforo he found the hedgehog,
nd I was glad to hos 510

0 cone with early radishes and

& bsfore ours woro rosdy. Sometimes a oheap Jaock-man
would come and fix his stall, and his paraffin flare lamp near
our house, and give ne & shilling to hand round the gooda for
salo, while he told the tale, And sa I eee it all now, I waa
well off ma & youngater,




Il«ixéem‘nd:ofcodbdoy,wcy my sail 1 lifs,

Towards the end or harvest, before I was wieful on the
far=y, ve used to 80 gleaning fern., We omch had a eoarase apron
9L with large Pockets to pui the ears or corn in, The 1o
’t 232alls wo bunched Bp axd pinced a11 rowad our hand qapt with pride,

Dar rionaa, then let the Taraer know sp that ho sould mond the
93¢0,  Sonetimea the Mmmieris wifes woula buy mushraoa or

\ Siacderries from us, ang yory often give uas & drink of mii)

| £iells whan Just bafore Innbing tims I have seen a sheep with 145

\ HCEV wet wool 01l over when irying to 80t up and at timea get

| the franp and unable to get up by iteelf, ang A little help from

o8 O anyone 8aved 1t froy dying, When I waa big enowsh. I wag
E82% on the Pony's bagk to Sount up sheep, lambs and beast,
whilat the Shepherd wag buay in the hay fielq, I lovec it, but

| WRa often 80rry, when 1t waa late, and T hag £o tell the:n thas

. Bohething wags &niss to Any of the stoclk, eithop th:-ou§h fly or an

fccldent, for 7 Imew they wevs &1l tired put hat to alteng to

then, Al: through the BWLer wo had hepd beor made fron nettles,

burnet, confrey, éinger ota, gna at the end ap barvest would

have a geod store of wing, nus hiroon kotehup apd wheat for us and

flour for thg PiB.  All thia Meant a grggt effort for us &l1,

and the etorage myst bave beon o big problem Tor Motheo, Some~

Sines we could hardly tum rund. T have often wonderea bow

306 zot the sugar, but them 1 ¥as too young to think that vay.

I Imow nom that mothers today have Plenty of worry to get food

and got vory tireqd Queveins, bhut 1 edn now ses that oach age has
ite own troudle only in diPferent waya,

Ny business 3 often get 1y oontaot with farmiops
Tron &1l parts or Englam and often call on aome, not tpo ey

| awax, 854 I f1nd that theps 1s not the eo-operation there ygeq
- to be soons 28, 3 athoon AT aro :

ry

L;t' l;.opoebe Szttorn
Zet back to the #0094 0l4 daya,

Today I leaye the Nationa) 3chool (now Condemmed), 1 had 1itsie

‘ 2lesd at the thoughts of loaving ny home, my parsiits and
pnlaz;oand all they had meent {n mne, and what farm; lire would

} 0




7 Haee you had a kindners thown, pasy it on. q

? aggravate the stones in the atreet., Stop bellowi R
shall go atsrk raging med." (The mors modern words wouldngo

You get on amy nerves”.) I had the toothache. Henr advice wa
sk 0l¢ BP11l, the cobbler, to gmive you & blt

Ty Ry,
! gons In and at the end of the ssrvice a revort given '
of the amounta gollected in sach box. I wae anxious about ours,
for a2 I d4id a lot of errands for the baker » grocer and farmera, I
had helped to fill it that ysar, for I folt sorry for the children
in foreign parts over the sons that I had road of. 8o that I wanted
my tooth out. I hed tried stopping it with sslt. I 1ittle thought
then that when I was & man I should soe thess ohildresn having
leasons in & school too hot for windows, Then &t anotier town, a
crowd was round ouwr charabanc when 1t stopped after we had been a
long trip reross Lisbon in S#nin. There were the sams jeind of
childrsn all round shout Fonny please", I think that was all
the English they knew and I could only understand those two worda,
lany of tham had sores on thoir close shaven hesds and plenty of
oin t, and flles galors. And I think we all foit sad at that
sight al&hotgh on holiday bent, And I was glad that when as a
(thelr age) I helped %o collect a few pence to help tham, I have ‘1
thought simce then of & litile misaionary hymn we uged to aing
somathn like this -

every penny I can spare, shall go to send tho Gospel thore

And men of God the truth to bear, far aWAy, far away,

On how I pity children there, far away, far away, |
Children in my time, befors Lhe notor oar, seldom heard a leoture on |
any aubject, or a lantern leocture, same me the ohildren in towns did,
But today, with wireless and soms of the Pictures they have a better
chance to learn more of their own eountry, and abroad too. The
country children have & much broader outlook today, but not the same
pleasawres we aad, and 881 3y - &8 haspy U

1. The Churoh Parson had his pony and ocarriag
7% =080 oL THEIOCRY"preachers at our chapel welled miles, and
often the gardener at the Visarage would in those days resent we
ohapel lads only looking tiroush the iron rails and would soon shout
out aad say "If you're not off I shall clout yow'. I dare not tell
1y parenta for they would have said that we had no business to look
in, Today I fancy this t ca & scene not only with the leds
therselves but their parents to0o.§ Lot us hope that the wara have
taught all natfons the story of the Good Samaritan and who is ny
noighbour story, ¥on Sundays, most of the villagers sesansd atrangara
to any one not nging to their church or chapel, about 1281. But
on Whit, Tusaday they all seemed to thaw out ard most of
followed the bands and the different flegs of ¢
:;trohins to the viocarage (for the Viea
° 38 rin e .
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Fiz-k111ling ras alvnys o groat event in our young
d6y2, Thenever one of the villagers deatided to k111 a pig,
it was scon pudlie ne¥s, Ths butcher would eoms along with
his oratoh and kit on a wheelebarrow, sn4g usually arrange to
k111 $v0 1n the gnme pox of cottagss at the same time, Some
villegere preferred scalding the piz to remove ite hair, but
others preferped singeing, Ve preferrsd the latter as it
78 more fun to burn off the hair, Ths pig would be coaxed
cut of {ta sty, hait ngiup the garden, an there he would
ve killed, telling n1) his Pig friends in the village whni
w28 bPaing dona to him, Then he would be tipped of f the erateh
on te 2 batten of straw which would be set nlight, Then the
"hurrshs " would atart. He would be turnsq ovar and over until
moat of hia hair hag tesn singed off, Hs looked & »onl
Christia Kinstrel befors this operation wes coneluded, but
after n lot of soraping, asafsted by plenty of sealding watar
28 looked better. Aftsr mors shouting and tugzing he woulq

The
nsighboure and helpers would asch have n s the butcher =
2int of ale, and one or ¥¢ lads ths blndder, This would find
us real pleagure fop days., Now I supposze they use ths pigs
sguenl) fopr Broado»:ating 80 that nothing 1w lost, :

A real soures of enjoyment for us was our annual
Sunday School t.reat.‘ o whioch xe lookeq forward for months,
About noon a farmerfy reggon drawn by two horses would be
drawn up outaide the Chapel to eonvey the g8cholars end
teschers to Barton Fabls about six miles awey, where the
Hother Chapel was situated, Othar acholars wit.h their
teschers would all moct thers, brought by the sams means of
trensport, unless they happensd to 1ive very much nearer whan
they had to wallk, This, they aaid, wes very unfeir as ths
ride wez the test part of the tpeat, we all wers a very happy
band of P{lgrims, Te used to 2ing 8all the way there and baok,
522 I'm efratd we qta not give much thought to the msaning of
the words we sang. The swing of the ehorus ¥aa all that
matitered to usg, I rememder the star choruses were :. Oh,

"Oh, what shall the Harveat be"

"W¥hen my final farewell to this world T have left,
ind gladly iie dowm to my rest,
I'11 be watching and waiting for thes",

"In the sweot bys and bye,

s shall meet on the beautiful shore", ang many
others, Vs had neither the thought or the ¢ash Or ths now
4sual whip round for the driver., Our tip wass a ehilds smile,

Sincs then I have 8cen Childrsn on holideya, and a ctureg
and other ihoes, but none mztor then we wkaras,



.to 80 Rlong with the cowmen to Lelcester Octobsp Catile Falr to help

' fhen I was a boy
ALIOY and HEVANRT OF M ae zing ogivothnthnlp

& rallway aceldent neap fo Xirby Huxloe. They weoked
help clear the line. This was near to Hewtomn Unthanlk
and 1t in aaid that <t derlved fts name from the fact that o gentle-
Rman who gave this land never received any thanks for the Same, 80 he
naned it Hemtomy Unthank, T isagine there are many unthanks about
if not in lana but of service, where thanke would mean s lot, In
fatherts latan years when he ot past welling behind the plough hia
magter helped hipm to ﬁt A roadmonder's Sob for a few years, This
found him e lot of friends pass to and fro, for man seaned to
have nore time to live then. At hig funeral there was not a row of
=otor cars outatde, bBut many Sundsy 3chool ochildren to 8ing and to
Arop & few flowers in bis grave, ihat bettsr respect than the amile
of & child., Near to us is lon Tall, butlt for Mp, Thomson who had
it built with a dome on the top much 1ike a mop. Ie had g large
l{aotory for maxing mopa neaxr the North Bridge at the back of Abbey
ark,

Whon firat I came to Leicester there used to be & Horth 2=nd
FPlowar 3how on Hollday Monday and with a lot of side shows and other
attractions, Tria 8ave a lot of pleasuwre to many, At Market
Bosworth 15 miles away there 1s what 1a known ag Iing Diclk'!s well
where the Battle of Bosworth was Tought and King Richard the 3rd
offered his Kingdom for a horse. iy mothep told us how when ahe
1ived on & fapp there they fetohea water for the cattle fron that
well and the men out branches from Ash trees for the Lonata to et

7
One 2aturday bofore T left school father E8W permisaion for me

241 to drive aix young beast. It wes dapk when we set off T
romexber. They were a wild 1ot and when they saw any others ina
fiol? g3 we ps3sed and the hedge wae wesk or laew they wore soon cver,

of land whish I fourd out leter was “he Bedehousa Koadow, This

causec us a 15t of trouble sorting oura out snd gotting on to the

roed agein, Thig Bedakouse llendow g where the L.N.E,X. ia now,
Great Centrsl QOoods Station then, It 4s on the Eastern Boula-

carriers had gon8, 30 weo went to the Mifiand Ststion then tn
OnLYansA ir Qamphkel 3 2%, Toviked tg Dosford and ralled the reat. Two
niloa homa very tired and never saw » soul for a 11ft homa,
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I required, After an argument, they were frisnds, and I soon
learned thet a atill tonguo makes a wise head,
Before T laft gehool, the waggoner got Pathsr's
consent Lo tsks me to Ashby with a load of barley, This was
& resl traat unti{l on= cf ny shos soles came off, and thon 1
had to rids on ths "sZion lnatead of the front hores, This
to me wes a poor holiday, I heve had Plenty of journsys, t¢
and from Ashby, einze, but I often think of the ot scls, I
8ve naver heerd of any rich men finding 1t,ms in "Cindarelis”,
¢n arriving homo eftap my day trip to Ashby, I was cold, and
my fa#st wers sore, I was glad %o stay at home and listen to
ny Fethep Pleying his old violin, and singing a faw of ths
014 Ssnkey Hymns we &1l loved, Thers wers no picturse then,
and had thers besn any, = had little money to pay for them,
There wes more plassurs in the homes with music and einzing,
with re11owsn19 betwesn parente, ohildren, and friends, end
I sctually don't re=memvsr bheving many dull hours up to now,
Rhen hunting stsrted and the fox hounde were snye
whers in the neighbourhood, T ususlly played iruant from
Sehool, end when I xas found out, I zot two thrashings, ons at
home, and one at achool, This, ﬁowever, hed 1ittle effent, wmy
love for good hormes and ascerlet soats was too mach for me to
mise, regerdlsas of ths congequencss, After my father hed dona
vhat he beltieved to ba his duty, with the strap, he would
always end up by 2aying he vae sorry, but he did not want me to
pPlay truant, He did not mind peying his thraspsnce par wask
for school fees until I wen fourtesn, 20 long &8 I attanded
gulerly, as he wished me to have a better Job than his, and
1d not have t¢ follow the pPlough a1l my 11fs, What ha wantod
e to do was get my 1iving with by boots blackensd avary day,
ike Jim Brown, our Insurance man. Poor old Dad, he wished me
11, but having had no sxparisnse of businsas or town 1ifs, ns
ittls thought of the tLemptations I should havs,

I was very kesn on paper chazing, snd fmitation fox
hunting, with {ron hoope, Thay wers usually mads for ms by the
oleekamith in return for olg iron, which I sollected for him,

{ ¥sa, I was buyi my plesaure for sxehangs of old iron, What n

prics 4s paid to y for eptificotnl pleagure, Try to alwoys
look for healthy reorssticm, for I have elways thought that
kieking ths ball s mors iwin than watehing somaone elss,

¥ had singing prastices nt the Chapel, sithsr for
Servics of Song, the School Aniversary, or for Christmes Osrols
which generslly resultsd in a fev soncerts, I ramember once
trying to recite "Buy your cwn charries", but fatled, I found
in latsr yesrs it wes 928y Lo 2ee someons gelling orangsa, but
another thing to asll tham youraelf,h it requires courage, * If
you ere thinking of stertinz in business yourself, get n 1fttls
practice first and 4t »112 Py you,

I wee thirteen yse:se of age, when my sldest brother,
¥ho wee n soldier, end ssven-sen years older than myeslf, oeme
homs on furlough from the Egirptian Far, e was in ths
Coldstrsam Cuerds, end wors filthar a white tuniec or a Scerlst

&




A merry heart maketh a cheerful comntenance. 13
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coat, lowsver, I never ionged to bs a soldicr, About this
time I met with o further #ooldont. T was putting up a load

of hay on & two whesled cert when the horsas moved on and I was
thrown hoavily off the eart, striking my hend on a shapp stone
which out it cpsn, I was very 111 for zoveral weske and nas n
result of thie, I st1l] possess the scar 88 a memento, T still
kept walking on ths sunny side of the street, and I nlvaye
believe 1in the proverbd:- "Laugh and the world lauggs with you,
vesp and you weap slone”, Scon efter I reooversd om my
acoldent, my love for gzocd horses esrned ms sixpence, a jolly
good ride, and & meat tee, T wag Playing in thas vilinge aocen
after dinnar, vhen s gentleman with a good horss and trap cams
up, He wee s grocer's travellsr from Iotcsstor end jupt =se
foon ms he pullad up &t tha groosr's shop, I wes at the horses
head, Ho msked me to hold the horss for him whilst hs was in
the shop, and I could zes visions of twopence for doing so,
Eowover, vhen he cama out, he asked ma the way to Thornton,
Thornton wes only five miles awsy, but I had navar bean to Lths
plsce, and to my young mind it seamed a long vwoy off, I told
kim the way, as I lmew in rhish dirsction it lay, but I than
asked him if I sould %o vith him and ghow him ths way, It wes
Shrove Tuseday, a hal day holiday, snd he seemed gulte plensed
£o take ms, but not nserly so plaszad as I was to go. This

vag really a aess of the blind lasading the dlind, It never
ccourred to me to run home end tall ny mother where I wans going
or did T think that a still tongus mekes a wise head, so off ws
went and I kept my eye on ths finger posts for Thornton but I
could not sse it, MHovever, I could see Bagworth and s the
gentleman wented to meke a call there I was glad, for I wes
eble L0 meks snquiries, A1l was wall, and after he hed called
at several shops w= mads of f for Thornton whieh I found wans
only 1% miles away, Hors he put the horas and trap {nto a

ghed ond went into n shop taking me with him, The ledy in the
ehop gavs mo eoms swests and m stool Lo ait on against the Cira,
vhils they oonductsd thelr buginess, What o ralief 1% would have
besn 1f I ocould have rang home to lst my parents know whers I
was, Lster on we ell had a Jolly good taa end the trevellep
wvantsd topey for mine but ths lady would not heepr of 4t, Aa I
ese 1t todey, T believe they wers Just a3 heppy to have me with
them, &5 T waa to be thape, T hevs felt 1ike that with young
boys many times, TI% wae beginning to got dark when vs atarted
off for Lelsester again, going through De=ford and pasaing
Thornton reservoir, T hed never sean 8¢ rmach water bofore, Ths
horse wea a fast trottsr and She ke 8, treas and telegraph
Poets gasomed to be flying by we, I d not know then that Rhy
horas =11l often go fagter vhen he hes his head turned towards
homs, When wa #0% to Desford, the traveilsy atoppad and told
=2 I had bettsr get out and walk home about a dlatance of two
milea, MHs then gave mo sixpence and told m= to be a goed 1lad,
I now meds for homs, It was dark but I was net frightaned
about this, what I wes pertursed sbous was hor I ahould get on
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when I reached home for {t waa getting leats and T was geldom
cut much efter 7 o'clock at that time, T thought, however, as
I had sixpence for ry Mother, and had not been up to

mischief, everything would ba quite all right, On erriving
home, things 4i{d nof plan out that a7y, My parants were very
upset as no one had szesn me 80 away, The first thing I 4id was
to give my Nother ths eilxpence, end ths next thing I got for my
paine waz a Jolly gzood thrashing, with the explanation aftor.
vards, I went to bed supperless and was soon dronming of
hedges, trees and telsgraph poles flashing by, A dsy or two
afterwards we had & geography lesson st aschool. Thie was &
gubject I hated, I thought all we should be teught was reading
and ¥riting and not the Spanich Armada, Anyway, I had
travelled further than any of the othar acholars, so when the
Schoolmeater ssked which was ths bigegest plecs of water in
England, my hand went up at onece, It was Thornton reservoir of
course snd was the largest I had asver aesn then,

The end of the Summsr of 1884 was now 4in sight, and
this meant that I should zoon be lesving home and all my Sunday
School compsnions to go to work, I often think what a 1ot the
youths of today are missing in not having anyone to try and get
them intsrested in Sundey Schools, They drifi eway and try to
obtain plessures in other diractiona and thoy seldom make, and
keep reelly good friends like T did, through their fellowship,
It wes thars I found my wife who has been my 1ife's partner and
bzst friend, bBzeides mény others who helped me to work for the
Adult Sshool movemant, where, T am glad to say, I heve not only
ths health, but s desire to 8till mest, and enjoy, the o
of sansfdle men, often bettar gducatsd than ms, and by their
eid I have profited,

The time hed now srrived for me tc look for work, and
I next remember finding myeelf atanding by the sids of
in row vith othsr youtks snd their Pathera,

8t © cow kair In their buttonholes to indicats they
wanted to bs comwmen, After a lot of arguing aa to rhat I sould
do snd what I sould not do, I wags engaged for ons year from
October 1lth 1884 te Dstober 11th 1885 for £3, at the Home Farm,
Osbaston for ur, w, Drackley, Beforo I 1eft home I had pead
"Unele Tom's Cabin", and whén I saw us all lined up in Bagworth
Hiring Fair, I remsmber thinking it wez much the zame in England
ag in Amsrics bar the whip,

Loter in 11fe I becemc & furniture rsmover, anél for
thirty yesrs I moved furniture to all parts of the Britigh Isics
from all types of homss, cottages, farms and moenstions, The :
furniture I removad from some of the homes was 1like that found
in my childhood home, not worth £30 all told, while furniture
removed from other homes wes insured for £3,000 in tranait,
Notwithstending, the differencs in values, I have yat to gee o
home which T 1ike better as & home, than ths ons I xss orought




—

There's a
- them as we

12,

uP in, T have gsen tosrs very often shed in big housss,
On Ootober 11th 1855, I wns up garly to look nfiap
our pig, elasn his out, and Sake him cut into the iano, so
that ke mizht find = Part of his breakfect there, whilat ~ wmas
finding & Sarrer joed of manure for ths allotmsn‘. This ras
my lest pleasurs T found in thet W&y, Scon after I went homa
with the pig, and Z&8Vs him his hot breslkefrat, I had mine, I
Ti8 ready to go to ths fapm then, but my Pathenr sald that afte

o few arrands fop my Mother, It seemed g long moraing. Aftepr
dinner 1 got Ooff, with my rea hendkerchiaf bundle, one paip of

thet at lest, I hnd =« chanse of getting on, T weil ramamber iy
Hother's last vords to me ®¥hsn I left hen, 24 a §%0d lad, and
nsver touch the weight of g Pin that len't youn ovn”, T also
remember my Father's lagt ¥ords to ms, they wers these, "r¢
won't bs ensy Son the firat yoawr, but be & good lad nnd stiok
it until Ficheeslmaa, than you will not only 88t more money,

Y & good charnoter oa well", I dfdn't jet him down, Bfnse
then I kava thought many Limes, that Man had advaneed slovly
from the slovs mariket to the lsat of tha Hiring Pnipg although
I had good Nngtaps and food.

On leaving hoze, T wns noturally a 14ttl1s upaet, but
the thought of enrning my oym 1iving fed the spirit, I waos
nenring the form, whan 1 heard ons of the moat agonisting serass
I had evay heard, for a stoat ¥oa suclking the 11fes biood from
n defsneslaga rabbit, This was my firss exparionos and it mads
W8 _VOry nervous, but I havs pesn mony similar sighta pince ther,
I dors not zo anyw 9re noar ths stoat fop fear, I 1tttle
thought that i, ater yorre 1 ghould %e lidcon in by ths
firc, of men in 11 Parte of tho world vho wers olng-ths same
88 thu stont ang “111ing each othep, The only diffaronce, one
Yne eivilised and tha other was not, Bug I wea y then, nor
I am glad to pasg and see ell round than man is getting moro
sane,

I errived at Wy first famm st 2,30 Pem, the Carmen
was looking out for me, A1l he 2a1d wag, "I've been wvaiting fou
you, put yeur bundle down nnd come wWith me to ths stable”,
There wne an old hores with its harness on,he told ms to fatoh
him out, ang showed me which ¢art to put him in, There wes no
ons homs from the f1e2lds then, fa showed me o f1eld whers I
conid soe n lot of cadbages rzady sut off, "Pake thet cart,nnd
111 1t, then teke {t to von meadow and spread them sach eids
of the sart foy ths beeats, and make haste op it #111 be dark",
he ssid, ¥ founa the Tleld and the cabbage alrizht, the Boss
VWAS watohing me eg long as. he sould, T soon hed the cart out
and piled ¢3¢ UP, I had d¢ns & bit of that before, but not on
my own, I waa soon at the mesadow gnte, and there wag about
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1 will come to thee.

fifteen, atrong, hungry looking bullosks, and I falt a Dit

timid, Howevar,

hsdge, throw cbout tweniy cabbagas over, and that took their

round, snd went back thrcugh & gnte, and chut 1t, I fa1t
brave now, Then I 8ot on the los

the horse out of the cart, and his saddle of, and put a paip
of gears on. After that I festenad him to the chaff outter
pole, the waggoner shouted, "Whoe, and sstd that we had
cut enough chaff for that day, I tolé him how {t made mo fesl
giddy and he sefd I would soon got waed to 8, and 1f I falt
giddy sgein, to go end ait down, or ride on the pole, I never

wonted telling

and see if there wag any dinner sbout, then %0 come beak and
help him finish for the night, This }

cold alse, and a good dinner., I ysni bask and helped him all I
could, and began to fesl mops useful, It was dark then, too
dark to look round mioh, and toc early in ths ssaaon %o be very
busy amongst ths stook, After T had hed dinner, I went to the
kitchen snd found the cowmen, He weas to be my bed mats, and
was about ten yesrs olgsr than myself, but as he oams from our

village I knew
I res
tc be a weggons

mysslf,some day, ¥8t I never really wanted %o remnin always n

oled hopper, I
dey I might pos

Ploughing was 1in full swi there waa plenty to do, After
Ploughing wagz finished, and stable work dons, there mere pl

knives to toke

very lats. I always enloyed oirg, ns othe» ladg vere thars,

and thars wos
Piteh darkneas

and I had to tﬁiatle Yo keep up wy cournge. T was always afpsic

of seeing ghoat
Pul up in ons o
I went through,
I hed long expe
Ploughed fisla,

gradunlly retupned. I Picked up ons or two zood gtones, ond

threw them at t

gate post alright, thers wes no squeals frcm the ghost, and my

eers vanishsd,

alain my ghost
There

no plough knive

bad to be taksn to the harnsss maker for rspair, or a draught
hed to be fetched for o siok horss or cow, Thsse erranda always

enjoyed excepti
there was 11ttl

{4
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I drev past the pate, and gct along side ths
from me for a bit, I then turned the old horas
and soon had the anprt emply,

e8gain. He then told me to &7 ta the kitohen,
did, and found a pint of

we should be good pnls for the year, »
Lly expected thst T should hove tc be satisfied
r and handie the Ploughs end mowing mschinse

could road and writs well ard I hoped that ons
8ibly get a jod at the ststion or in town, When

ough
to the blacksmith, 13 miles a¥ay who often woried

goocd blaokamith's fipe, but coeming tack in the
Acroas & mendow rnd two fields wns not so good,

8, and on this ccomaion & now gate post had been
f the fielde, which I had not notfoed when first
On my return, thers it wos, one of the ghosts,
oted to meat, I hedged avay & bit 4in the
and a2 the ghost was metionlesa, my eour

he ghost with all my might. The stones hit the

This oxpe rience stood me ir good atend, I had
and had no fear of them after that,

FA& never much spare time in the aveninga, if
8 had to be taksn %o tha blackamithe, the harnsas

aftor woerking Xours, but sa I wags very strong and
onslly good healt* T did not mind vory much ca

@ interest in the hamlet.

I






As time goes onE and the soasons ohmgahl now rind

the farn more interesting at first, but have t%le leisure
time either at night or on Sundays espocially 4n the winter,

The maater and hig uife were vory f.nduatriona. They bred rood
cattle and horses ant kept n in food order, but aay ng no
children they Just lacked thu. 1itzle bit of thought and s thy
for lads under theip charge. But we had o good bed and z enty
of ood food, but 1ittle else besides work, I have plen
erranda now on the norsa, Yut not in the day time unless 1t
®aa vory urgent. 322., T had orders to rush ofs RZain to the
farriorta, Thia time it was a cow staked in o field She was

& grand milker, and this waa the firat eom I had soon dend,

After I had brealmfest I hod to vride off again to atop the farrier
fron coming, and then on o lir, Saddington of Nowion Burgoland

to order the dead beass to be fetohed Gway. I waa gorry this
had happened, azthoug he wes a hard magter, But I have foung
that worry does not 1p, At that time I waa too young to
underatand ingurance, But as 1 see 1t now, I woula say that my
old mnator was too keen a ™0 To carry the risk of A1l his atock
on his own shoulders without the help of insurance,

It had been a trying time for the mater both in
weather and in losses in cattle and aheep, But theve were good
wheat crops, and during a apell of 80od weather and with a
full nmoon we had two good deys and moonlight nighta, and were
&ble to get 1t all safe into the gtacks. The 0ld moeter was
in a better frare or nind, now that hia orops were safe, That
night ho asked me 1f 1 was satisfied, and would ¥ stay on for
another year. I told him T would 1like a change; thex he offersd
$0 two pounds oxtra to stay on., I told him ¥ would asl father
when T saw him, In the meantire I met the foreman at Hall
Farn, He asked if T was staying on, and when T told Bl I was

£ I wee to seo father first,
he then offared me another ten ahillings. T was glad, and my
father oq.;o to see him sna arrange a holiday and when 1 was to

When I had been hore and my father had arranged for
my next year, the old mastor asked what fathes had sald, He
WeS rathar dueppointod, but could not 84y much about 1t, for
he was rentineg his fapm fron the Squire. He esked 1f I had been
satiafied, I aaia Yoa, but waated a changa. I did all I goula
to please hin unty) Hichaelrms, but az both the famws joinea
oach other, I wanted to be friendly. I might have told hinm
that for two dayz and two whole moonlight nights, I hea boen
loading wheat, and that he paid the men extra, t he never
offered me a penny. He wns a leen r and a good fermer,
but he lacked one of life's greatest ts, the sunshine of

¥

the 0l4 chap died, Moat of the famm handa folloved hin to the
grave. PFifty years later, I saw his grave - 1t »ousht back
nons menorias,
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The third moming I was in farz sorvice was very wet, that kopt u

fron takzing the out to plough. But instead, wo put the da:

order, olled the chaff cuttor, tho root and corn grd mohine

and the overhead pulleys and tho wheel outside., I was

how they all worked, for I had only seen the old horso 131:3 rou,
e

and round turn the b whoel outside, fooll ¥
Moﬂlﬁﬁuﬂfﬁd how gﬁ.::g the old horso folt a'gos\xg it.

was not siok like I was. Naturo has boen ¥kind to horses axd many

708 wo are apt to say as sick as a horse, I haw yot to soe or
the samo way ms we somotiies are., But I have scon many hors

411, and altho :g:z cannot spoalk they can by thoir manner toll

¥ou wnt'!s amiss, i3, if one has any love for then. |
AL that time a farmer with a patent cheff cutter wheel with

g:l‘opm oithor one or two horses outside his barn and several oth

ladour saving machines inside was looked on as be

mm thore is electric light 4n the sheds to 4

old o lantern with thin horn for gnl.

canoe paraffin h:s Lh&oh was, anxl has been, & big improvenment

n . .

] and many other night worlers, Dut tod
) ~to date fammer not only lighta his sheds
: s his mrd, and sometines a fiold, but mi
, unloads the corn into the bar
ws hie t % loes ¢
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Sunday was the first day of the Barvest 1 png
pPornission to attend my Sunday School agein, This tims to
reoeive = Bibls for regular attendance, 1T have it now and
prize 1t very muolh.

I had planty of eppends Lo do 1in tha evonings with
being the only lad on the farm, after T had been working all
dey, T™en I saw o led at the blackemitha, and he told ma that
On account of some grievance, he was thinking of enlisting fop
n scoldier, This gave me an idea, Although I had = brother »

onough 1t di1d4, Soon afterwards, another dravght w»as requirsd
for a sick eow, and as usual, it had to be fetched aftapr darik,
I 581d I would ge 1f T sould taks the neg, T wes zoon told
net to be ohesky, but do as T wae told, \YNow it happened, that
the poor old fermer had gout in both lega, so I did not fear
Bim, but respected him, T again told bim, that I 414 not mind
going on the neg, out I was not ®alking, and 1f I aouild rids
in his time on orranda, I could rids in my ovn time, and in
ARy cnfse the nag had done nothing for two dnys, After a good
argument I teld him he was unfair, and taking the advantags of
the foct that T gpe only & youth, I wag not Just going Lo be
mede o lacky, sndg ¢ it d1d not altor, I should run avay to
¥igaton Barraoks and éenlist, My mete the cowman, hed a little
to do with this., This threst worked, and I alwnye wont bn the
nag to do the erponds after that, I pemember Cn one ocension,
in the middls of the night, I took the nag to Heather, naar
Tbstock, to fetan aome medicine and ask advice, Part of the
Journey had to ne done on a bridie path,and along the atde of
the fox cover, I souls hoor the foxes barking, and owls hooting,
dut I was not afraid for 2ll my ghosts hed boen 8lafn, I haad
slein them like David, with a stone, My fears had gcne, I have
found out most of our troubles never ocome, Hever troubls
trouble, ti11 troubls troublss you,

Arriving st ths Parriers, I had a 1ittle trouble in
arousing him, but nftep a while I sew his nighteap as he pesreq
through the bedroom window, Xy ghost,like Nerley, wss dend, or
it might have besn him, I was very frightened, He came doxn
Erumbling, mixsd the medicine, blew ocut the lemp and went baolk
to bed, I pus the medicine in my side pocket and went to get
on the nsg, but not b2ing used to efthar mounting, or riding
mueh, and feeling vVery sore too, I, 1ike tha oirous clown, went
Ovar ths othar side,smeashing ths bottla of medicine, YNox I haqg
Lo g0 bnek and oall him up sgain, T exploined, nnd he swearing
and grumdbling st me oll ths time, mixsd sncther bottle, telling
meé nt the game timo, to be gure o tell my boss, that it would
be double sharze, But, aid I, No!

Whon I arrived home 1 Was vory wet. 1 put coEt the hous
Sopper to dry.  After 1 had stabled and roga;ba naEnI nuab:g:n 2
across to the heavy horge stables, and when the waggonor had nixed

: arink I hed brought he aslod ne to pet ¢ the menge
g horze's hesd up whilat he Doured “g“n“nr‘z:g :m & ‘o
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e thy father and mother that thy day: may
Ao aelong.in 1ké Towd,

dng horn. w:m:i:»z3 meve 1o guestions askod ‘;bg.uz myi

was &ll in to contract, - Wha soom fn- o

ielmas and C'f':uhlll,lt home oaahnlzdzg;z
harvest a in the barn - plenty home brewed als, rorst
3 goose, plum ing, and after a apeech and B 3

squire there was Ang. The music was two fidales s
01d master had uhf’pd-'mnsu stuy on another year.

and I'Telt very proud although I wes glad to got home to have
a faw oups of tea ang 80¢ home made oske., I had naverthaless,
had some good food pt the farm, becon, cheegs and n bagin of
breed and milk for breakfast, 3acon, ohesse op ccld mutton and
8 pint of beer for lunsh in the fields. York was fintlghed at
3 p.m, in those daya and I thon went to ths farmhouas for
dinner and supper togsther, This meal usually congisted of
beef and vegetables, moat Ples, pudding, and planty of besr to
wagh 1t down, Usually I had two apples befors going to bed at
8,30 p.m, However, 1ike o Deotor, I never knew ghat vas going
Lo happsn in the night to diaturd my rest, Often thsrs would
00 an increagse’ in Pigs or calves which nscessitatod me gotting
up anytime, One day,ths farmer,being a Parish Councilior,
ongeged & youth from the workhouass, This pcor lad was two
yeers older than me, but had not tosn noarly so fortunata,

Hie father had been killed in & conl mine and left a largs
family, Thero was no workmen's eompensetion then, as there i3
today, 5o Jim, that was the youth's name, with ancthsr orothey
and sigtar, had to 80 Lo Harket Bosworth workhousa, His
mother had to go out to work to earn o 11ttle money and ghe
also drex Parish ralief, I¢ took Jim quits & long timo, to
8¢t used to the frrmhouse and our wany of livinz, Yo were good
Ptls and I halped him all I sould but hs used to be afraid of
the dark, and es we had 6 long dark passnge noross the stable
yard, he wssd to be vary frightensd, Ye never had o candle to
89 to bed on weskdays, but the housekesper would bring us ono
et 5 a.m, She would knosk et the door, put the sandie inside,
and tell ua it weos late, On Sundny nights, we wore allowad a
candio to put amay our btest suite, We wero suppeacd to have

o tin box for this purposs, but being my first y2ar, 1 had not
8ot one, s0 Jim ond myacif hung our bzat suits on the baok of
the door, ¥e had naver hoeard of sither w-rdrobas or draters,
and in frot hed very littls to put in, oven if »o had but my
Hother often sald that you never migs vhat yoa have never hed,
How my Tirst yenp arvay Ifrom homs brought mo many changea, xhich
in 2 sleepy hemley 1ike Osbaston, hordly seemad popaible, Tre
Atherstone hounds ussd to gtert theps sxerelsss in the Spring
ond I wes ingtyucted to L out several gheop troughs on the
paddoock and fi11 them 1 of vhey for the hounds to drink,
This w=a supposed to rot a2 n tonio.(Whey ias the thin part of
milk nfter ochessc fs mede), The hunt was n wondsrful aight,
theirzll groomed horsos and hounds, and the searlat eoata Teis
6 picturs,
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2 now Oot, lth 1886, my first yeasly wage dus, sbout €,30 affer
I had breakfast end cleared sheds ag; 3t251:§ up I went in for my
£3, I felt aorry for the ols ‘chap, I was better off than hism I
$houst, He looked 111, ho est in an armehair, his loss on a ocushion
o3 Mnother ono, & sad sight. i told me T was plenty early cnough
and hed I left all stralght. llo wanted to deduot three an sixpence
o0 & hurrdicans lamp I mmd iholen but after T boid hie ir e Xbe ny
th}t SncG that I wanted throe pounds or my father would come for it,
Nito that he pald me, shook hanis and Bsked me b6 oIl and con s
after I got settled at the Hall Parm, which I d14, and had so=e
&Pples given me, He was & hard master, but somehow I 1liled him

Agsan 1 fad left the Komw Fav: at Osbaston avd had a fow deya
miid:z i I wan sager to start again on my socond yosrs farm

The Hall Farm,Osbaston.

I d1d not fesl =0 Komoslok s = did the last time, When I
arrived, 7 mot the foremsn and found that a wagzonesy and myscif
Torg to 1ive togethsr st the farmhovsa, It hed becn arrangod
that I ghould attend Cadeby Chursh, every Sunday morning and
thet I akould look after tha hougs in the altornoon while all
the othsrs want to Churoh, There WaE No sarvics at nisht during
tha "inter montha, so most of the lada, including myscif, wont
to the Hall, whers oclessee wape hold for boys, as praviousiy T
hed alw-ya attzndzd Chepel, this waz all very atrangs to mo but
I snjoyod £t novertheloas, Thers is an old onying that when you
are in Rome, you must do as Rome doss,

I avontually settled down to my new surroundings,
thiz farm wes imown as a threa horse farm, Tho land wes not
heavy so the waggonsr could do sll the ploughing with a pair of
horgses, and I was lsft #1th mnothar horge to do the chain

¥ing, cert turnips end ¢abbage, and fetoh coal from the
ne:ghbouring coel pits for use at ths Hall end the formhouse,
I also hod to mow ths nettlea vith a scytho end give tha pleoe
& general ¢lesn up nox and rgain, Tha waggonor trisd to instil
into mo, that nll my work wes cutaids and that I wes not to
holp 4n the houss, es thers was othar gteff paid to do that,
Horever, T liked ths houselkscpor very muoh and could not rofenin
from helping her. T knsx that my Mother waz her nge and I wos
2orry to sa¢ har vorking so hord, T uaed to got the atisks and
conl 4in, hélp 4n the dalry and do oLther 1ittle odd Joba, This
uazd to mnoy the wegzoncr but I wes rewarded by epoolnl tit.
bits that T wouldn't Reve hed if I'd followod hig ndvice, He
did not mApprecinto thet I wne being shown those 1ittls fovours
tnd the houaekcoper was putiing into practics ths firat 1line
of that 1ittle hymn,"If you havs & kindnoss chown, pass it on",

Aftor my firat visit to the Sunday evoning class, a
indy ceme to me with o cup of toa and asked me whether I had
boen confirmed, and 1f T had been brought up to g6 to Chureh,
Of course I told hor thet I hac notlext eame the quention, where
wore you christenod,and T had to tell her thot no one in ny




1T A coft answer turneth away wearh, Tis pleasant to

drink from yowr own tap,

family had Deen chriztened, 2he was emazad, and could only
Siy "Vhet a pity". After thinking over the matter, she nsxt
=5¥ed, "W111 you try to tet permission from your perents to

£2 Doik ohrietented and confirmea,

8 We wers mll Chepel psople. However, ths following Sunday,
Ii:nt home, as I A4 every othar Sunday, to takw home my
weshing, and I told my Mother what the lady had csked ma to do,

¥y poor Mothor did not imov shrt to
sventually ake gaid, "ol my 1nd, I
7ay, ond ond "t¥ing 13 eortain, if
® you any harm, Te had better not

soout it, for he will only think that they are trying to take
our Chapsl principles away, There 1= onI{ God and ons Heaven,
tut there asems to be so meny weys of et

cbtained her consent and ®as now on

membar of the Church of Englond, Sometims later, I was both

christensd and confirsed nnd ye had

Sarvice at the Merket Bosworth Church, followsa by half a days

holiday nnd ten,nt the hall, As fa

suffered any 111 effocts in consrquenae o my sotion, my only
rogret being that my Pather never kmsw vhat I hod done. Soon

aftor that T jolned the Primroze Ia
the bedge when I wont home becauzo
¥aving a red reg in front of » bull
and although I kapt going to Chureh
did get used to the gervices,

Christmas 1686, will alwe
baccuse we had a mervellous perty o
hugo Christmas trec, planty of nice
given a warm top coat, and o Proayor

The fomily that I wes wor
ranlly good paople, Their Religicn
they coted up to 1t,

In duo course, Spring arp

is brocking forth in fio0ld, tree and fold, and all farm workera

are thinking of turning the bessots

into the pastures, nnd hopinin:n conssquance that thoy will
’

have a 11ttle mors latsurs t en
best clothes n little mors often, ¥
that mysslf, and my horse, wepre bLe
getting the land resdy fop the soxi
othorw¥iae preparing for the Hervest
we had to capt away 1l the rubbish
rovs., This all had to be burnt, I
now, I wag intorested and gnw that

epprociated at thia farm, a very di
rhich existod on the provious farm I

that snyone who moy rosd thia atory, and whe have 1nds under

their charze, will romemoey what a
think they are b2ing noticed, and t

-

Thia was a pretty probism

g2y for com: tims, but
don't want to stand in your
t does you no good, it ocan't
aay anything to your Pather

ing thora®, I thus
my way tc bDecoming a

the ususl Sparamental

*oa I know, I have not

A bt I dore not wear

it would have boen like

. That's how 11fs runs,
each Sunday I nover really

Y8 atand in my memory

t the hall, Thors wna o
things to ent,ond I wos
Soolk,

king for ot this timo, were
¥az not just {n rorda but

ived, o time whon new life
out of their Wintor quartsrs

4 the chenae to put on their
ronlly felt nt this time
coming a little more uasful,
ng of onts end barley, and
we oll hoped for, Sometimes
from tha fielda nnd hedge -
begen to feel 1ike n man
my work xra rarlly
fferent state of affairs to
hod worked on, I only hope

difforenee 1t makes {f thay
heir work 1s APPracistod,




18 Up to this moment peaceful strife is best.

for arrived the time, when thas cung corn hnd to bo
sitnred of wonde., An old farm lshoursr vho had retired, but
¥4 atill able to do n few hours work cnch day, superviged
my2elf ond sevopal other 1ads, We had n apud sach, to grub
and pull out tie cndluck, thistles otc., This made n nios
chr for me, =lthough for o long time, I hod o job to keop
in 1ine with the old man, The poor ¢ld chep was ne-~riy
dauble, and hnd worked on thia frym all hts 2ife,

Then came tho hay nrvest, It wrs ry job 40 rake
out the sweths from the hodzeroxe and from undar the trees,
also to holp with ths heymoking, I algo took the sove up,
milized thom, nnd took them bask again, ¥s only had four
milking cows ot this faym, Just sufficicnt to gupply both the
hall and thy fermhovas with buttes and milk, I wee
reaponsible for running the haymeking machine, whioh waa
scmething quite ney in the distriot, very dirf'omnt from the
¢ld type, va wore eble to rids on 1t, T seemsd to be no
longor a led but realised that T had o lot to learn, before
I beoome a man,

Now ceme the corn Uarvest, The old dnys of uaing
the old outting mechine, vhers the 1ad drove o poir of heracs,
ond the mggoner 8~t on another seat bohind him oparating the
mechine, had gome by for the last tims, This had baen
ropleced by o resper, a glent locking brute, with saile on it
Liko & windmil)l, This racuired thres horeos to drar it end
ths man dﬂvinf tho beok pair of horses often got a rop from
ong of the anilz when it sterted, ¥ rods on the front horses,
ond wes very wled when the 128t fisld of corn wna sut, for
boforz we had finishod the lest field, both ths wa ner and
mysclf hnd hod a renl alekening of this now fanglsd mrohins,
In the last fi21d we hed the misfortune to run over a neat of
¥e3ps, who im their fury, stung the horges, cauvsing them to
bolt nocross the fisld throw!ng the waggonsr and myssif,in o :
huddlzd he=p to the zround, ortusetely, both of ug foll tho
opposits side to where the imivea &f the meshin: were work ng,
or we mizht have bean cut to pisces, Thia sxpericnss, 8o
unnervad both of ug that the fermer had the remdning corn cut
¥ith a grees pobtting menhine, and we choered whon the new
model riaper was raturned to fts former o¥nar, The aorn, oll
out and drisd, carrying commonood, Ths laboursrs off the
variocus farms ussd te help svoh other out at thila tims, and
gome of the othsr workera that used to bo omployad at the
farm vhere I wag previoualy,osms to help us, Wa mere Pavine a
vory wet pariod at this tims, and so it wee midnight unday
we could commance ocorrying but it was vory niocs working by °
brillisnt moonlight, Moither farmer or farm laboupsra, avar
used te work in ths fislds or gerdcna on Sunday, unless thay
oould posaibly holp it '

Now, the gquostion arose ns to what I wre going to do
the fellowing yery, snd 1t wra agroed, with thz oonsent of my
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“ether and dother, that I ghould stey on for enother yeer at
thiz fsrm for a wage of £8 yearly, T was very pleagsd to
stay beomuse I had got used to averybody thsre, Ono of my
sin{ora %8s married, and was living in a village nonr by, Tuc
other sieters were in private service in the town, two
brothera were working in a conl mine, and the other brother in

the rmy,

I hed m; weeks holidasy et Micheelmes, bLut apent most
of 1t halping my Pethsy to &et in his potatoes and dig his
Allotment, I eslao got quite & 1ot of enjoyment out of helping
my Mothor to atraighten things out at homs, After ny holidaysa
wers over, I returned to ths farm, snd was just in time for
the job of throshing the corm, Mow thin mi s job, I waa vary
fond of, I hed loved throshing teckle ainee I wes about eight
years old, I romember my first job waz to ¢arry waler for the
enginp. I further remember one day starting to make a lantern
out of s large turnip, This wag often done in those days by t]
lads, when I noticsd the engins driver turn a handle ao thet
the engins did not susk up 80 much water, I waa interosteqd
and wanted to Pinish my lantern te fore fstehing thia so I
walted until his beck wns turnad, and then turned down the
handle still further, The atoam soon begen to go and the
driver found out whst T haa dae, Noedless to say, suffiecient
punizhment was sdminiastersd to me to meke me rememb e it for n
Vory long time, One’day I had to pitoh shesves from off ths
gtaock and into a drum, To my yo mind threshing wes one of
the most oxeiting svents in farm 18fe, plenty of company and
tha sound of the éngins and drum, 2eemed to me to keep in tuns
together,

Now I had beon a farm hand auffloiontly‘long an
Lo know just vhat my job would be for weoks ahead, I knew for
what each fisld was being prepered, I know Just when we should
require ths th-ashing teskls ageln, when to get ocorn for the
horses, and meal and shaff for the crttle and also when to got
8ead wheat, %o used to elther exchangs this with anothor farme
in some othar dlatriot, or sell what we hed to buy o change of
sesd, I had a zrost desl to do with all of tho tranaport
on theae occnsions snd slso vith the fetohing of the oil, seed
onlm, and patent manupa from the station, S0 my 1ife want
on, dey followed day, 8socnzons came aend sessona went, I know
my Job and had a contented mind,

_ Sincs then I have hed meny ochanges in 14fs, but have

0lvays remembered that it fe sesential to orawxl before you can
walk, T have gono one step at & timo and saoh one haa besn a
1ittle hisher.” I remember an old a8ying of my fathers, "The
gwostest apples are at the top of the tree, but you must be
sareful hor you got them", and {t 1z Just the same with frionds
Don't mlweys choose the frionds with money, but with tyus
charaster and you will nover regrat tt,
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Text ceme the sowing of whest, followed by Vinter
pacughing, turnip and morgel cutting and aarting into campas,
Ihie i3 not s job many cere for, but unless one 13 preparcd
to teko the rough with the smooth on a farm, the 1ife 1a Just
Sorzdom, Try to turn your face to the sunshine, then the
shadows will fall Lohind,

Christmes was soon upon us onee agein, I hed a
i1ittle monsy in my pegzessicn, not a lot, but I felt quite o
rich young man, T had Picked up the few shiliingas I posseasnd
by going errends on the horae, and carting to the station, ths
mill, tho solliery and other placss. I had also besn given o
fow shillings as Christmas bexes, My thoughts then turned to
my Mother, and the housskeeper whom T hed learned £o regpect,
cems to my aid, She wss #& widow, snd when her husband weos
6live, she uged to have & stand in the Leicester Markst so
she ¥new the ropes snd told me what %o Suy for preasnis ag
this ves the first time I had had Arny monsy, She had to go to
Lalosster in the dog cart to do the Christmes shopgtng. I
romember she bought for me, a few Christmas cards for my
brothers and glsiers, a palr of socks fop my Fathsr, and a
ghawl for my-Mother, I dfd not havs quite snough monsy, so
she lent ms some, T took the pPresents home on Christmasz Sve,
and hed a sinz song with my parents and frisnds, and a glass
of home-mads wine, I was very happy becouss I had made my
Parenta, and brothers and sisteprs happy.

fa T went back to the famm I heard earol aingore in
the village, I passed through and truly did I feel "Psace on
earth, Goodwill towards men", I spent Christmes Day quietly,
but the next dey we had ¢ party at the Hall, The mesters with
their wives, the men end servante with their wivae and
children, all had a vsps time, I bsgan to feel quite at homs
and folt that I wes zoinz to be very heppy at this farm,
Never did I fesl 1ike singing more, thst grand old hymn: .

0, Lifs that maketh sll things new,

The fruitful earth, the thoughts of men,

Cur Filgrim feot wet with thy dew,

In gladness hither turn again,

Oné Sunday morning in the Spring, ws hed finished
milxing, e2nd I had trken ths cows to the Iield, and oome bnak,
cleaned the nheds cut, and tidied the ynrd up bafore going in
Yo breskfest, We wers fes now until the afiernoon milking
time again, Ve'd go upstairs, aftop meking our toilet at the
pump outeide, change into our best, ready for o stroll, The
formor piloked on me ths youngeat, and zave me n pair of
clappore and sald, “If you are goln? out, teke these with you,
and walk round the wheat fi0ld and righten the orows®, 1
know £t wam a small gob to do, but LIt was an order, It would
have mede all the d1fferance to me 1f he had ssked me to do
him a favour, 1f T wos golnz that woy, dut I folt a 14ttle
huart at the way he had safd 1t, T had not been nt the fiecld
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"~ long beforc I heerd the Desford boys Homs Band practicins
soma lovaly hyrme that I uscd to learn st Sundey School,
It mede me fss)l homsesiok and I had a fssling that 4f I could
do somethiing bed, the polico might send me there, But then
I rsflsoted, ¥Wo, thet would not do, It would only bring
dlagrace on Loth myselfl end my parsntas beoauze the home at
Dezford wes for boys vhe had broken the law. Still, their
tand ves vary food and ¥hils I sat on the fonce, faeling
perlisps 8 little do?reasod, It struck up e=ven louder, that
favourite old tuns 'Oh Worchip the King, A1l zlorious above'
This ssemsd to be sending o messege to me snd I put all my
seres avay and went homs $fn & muoh moro contontad modd than
that in which I had left,

Ny next experience vwhich taught me a rasl lsason
K3 an amusing one, I xas at work in ths fisld with tro
thres hores teams, snothor lad snd two men, It waz n
lovely spring day, snd efter we had satsn ocur lunch, the
men hed 2 nop on the benk, laying on ono aide thair pipes,
tobacco tins and metches, ¥e thought this was a good
cehenog to loarn to smoke =20 we took up the pipes, fillsd
them and went undor s treo to have a quiet smoke. This did
not lest long howsver, we wers soon feoling very siok ~nd
all the rest of the day, we had s job to kesp on cur faat,
0f course, tho men took & rise out of us for deys after that
Thia ineident occursd over flft;;rtve years nge and I have
never smoked since, The night aftsr this heppensd, I was
raslly very 111 snd slso hed e very bed tooth-ache, The
farmer sent me to s chamfst over two miles nray to have it
removed dut bafors I arrived therz, ths tooth had stopped
acking. I returned with ths tcoth still in my jaw but T
novar told tho fsrmer that I hed not hed it out,

Parm 1lads in my day, secldom saw o fire sxespt on
a vory cold winter cvening end then not Cfor very long
bscruae with being in the open &i{r sc muoh, aas soon ns I sat
infront of the fire, I went to slsep. It mey zound strange,
but I never hnd a dcaire to read in thoss days nlthough now
I raalise thnt to got the bast out of 1ife, we must put the
best into 1t, I always had to xork hard on the ferm but I
heve no regrets,

Christmes came round ones more, Everything fs mieh
the same et the ferm, It i the moat busy time of the yonr
for moat of the gtook iz in-doors end hes to bes clsancd end
fed, Som# Of us wers able to go to church but others could
not find tho time, A party was glven at ths hnll wzhare
Lthere waa ag usual, plenty of good food, Still we uaaed to
have pleonty of food at tha ferm sll through the year,

I usced to enjoy the games we clways dlayed at those partiecs
Pvory-body used to get right into ths spirit and we were
alweys sorry whepn thay ware over, There wers not ths
atirections then that we heve now and so svery-onc looked
forward to those partice for months to come,

2%,
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¥= Laled on Tuesdays, aomstimes oxtra for harveat, HDeer brewing

wice e year and shesse malcing Spring and Summer. Bertha Callis ¢t
Salrymeld always used to aay men were too clumay to make cheese and
wouldd insiet on loading the wagon and packing them witk elean atiaw
<5 keep then wasm and to sveid cracking going to Leicester Fair, oK
would bnve loved to have gono to unload but waa too modest. Before

golng to town 1t wan a
round the horsas! feet

Soma of the young horses after we had broke them often had no
shoss on the back in the Winter, The cheese wers in rows all alang
the pranary floor and Bertha woas &s proud of them as the modern girl
1s of a pair of silk atockinga., It go

afternoon to load the wagon roady to be off £o the fair early next

morning.
A3 I look baek on
I bave alway. kad good

T neve: romember having a fried ege and bacon breakfast until I came
to tomn, When & boy and on apecial occasions my brother amd I had
the top off a botlled 682 whon our parents had one boiled - never
fried. Wo neither» had fry pan or a tin opener, Anything required
roasting waa done in our smell oven or bolled in the hanging pot

over tho fire arnd then
the flregrate of which

Very few kopt fowla only the farmers, We were often promiaed

fn egs, when they were
farnz I never remsmber
do I think anyone elze
collected socores after
doing so st thia farm

over suoking & hen's egg. DBut in the flelds, wion any of us found

pheasant , partridge or

ausls then, for they were our own property., At this farn the fore-
man asked 1f I would cavre to ride She nag to the village to ask an
014 nan to coms and spread a aly sore fi6ld of mmnure wo md that
day put in heapa, as the othor mon were too busy, and he wanted us
to ploush it &n.” The o0ld mun was 111, snd knew of no-one else. I
asked how long 4t would talia, Af he had been well senough, He
told nie the orice per aore, I forget how much, But I told my mate
the comman, he waa ~lder than I

our apare time at that
extri oask waes ussful
town.

“aom ; Dot only =meds cheese and brewed our own beor 3828 &
€iZ 8T the Home Perm, but thoy baked our bread in s 1ong drick

scter hedgecusilng. After the stioks had burned out and the |
sven well hot we hed a iong pols with o plece of saql: on it to oleax{

& Lindr4dge Farm.

whize hot »eady for baking wo pus a lot of
« e had & stack of these in the oremird put

the batch loaves in, 3ome of those would be
» besldea cakes, puddings ete, No tins thon,

problen to get the olay out of the long hair
before wae took them to be pered and ohod,

ok three of ws most of the

m,Lhom life, and my fam too, and ulehov?b
plain food, and & good appetite %o enjoy it,

noter wan afrald of taking the polish off
ahe waa proud,

twenty four for a 8hllling, Then on the
mving an egg either boiled or fried, neither
bad, and atrange to gay that although I

I had done work and had s penny & ascors for
I never remsmber elther me » Or anyone else,

8 peewii's ogg we thought it great fun to

80 that we arranged to do it in
mice, i wag a goad o 8 for us, and the
0 w1 both, ror we left at naelnas for the
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Sg W loarn gll I
4 want n 3, and a
s 2opr farm, op aic
Setermined to stick to horses
= one noe {f 1 sould find
: Miohaultwz o
semcr, Thy blackamitlis wra
silvnya got to know rhieh lads
l=22ving, an
thaet ¢ A
Zindridge "i-1% S
860 m3 Lo offer mo a Job, I
at E£10 per yoan,
The naxt
worked on Previcusly,
horses, and meny milkl
in the fold yard,
wea also the cowman,
housekeeper and farm talliff,
Another 1sd, and aeveral men
worked at thiaz fa
laboursrs wers
mich the
howaver, had a
in the winter w
farm, the baeen
Fork, eand 80 mep
ashamad to look
Plentiful
chcoaa wit

“

called t

posszes
ng cows

Y pork pies,

o plg in ths

at this ferm, plant
N Lhs usuel thre
One thing I apcsially 1ike
11ttty nseprar hoire,
¥ea nble to attend the 3eaptin
®ell Tor mo until the sseond

to take ful) sharge of ths ho
d=1ighted,
bedges, so
pair of horasss to set out

my work, while ths WEZgone
change, The waggzonor yas onl
and could turn his hend
in oharge of the horses he

hedgad around the farm land.
would want ma to taks & pair
atiasntor in o fop daye time
overhaulod thopes, I vorked
Lhe wageon ofled
rendy for the final Platitinz,
olght miles eox » I had oniy

exclted about it all, The
Off, and the fapm

the

wander, wherever | may roam, [
hope thas I rhall always think of Aome,

¢ a dre
oon .came Yound ngain

4 thoy wera moro or loss t
Through one or tra othap tho #a

farm wes mors up

Bosfdes mysslf
irymaid, the housumatd s

rm, and in the epring
engaged to help out,
S0me a8 on ths others,
grocer's Yuziness
¢ fed o lob of Pig
cured and sent to

% plntes of home
4 sbout this
only ebout 1) miles

and folt 11ike a Boy Scout with
meons really important,

r and the batls
to anything,

helped an old man
s> ond the horses tails

moraing marrivad
bailliff same into the

e

-

sould, for et ths end of ths
notha s azug up, aithor wo

{nnn_on he énilway. 1 wag
or I Loved thnn~thgn, and woul
i room

» Bftar a lovely
tha saddlers in the district
ware ataying on and whish weos
he loyment Bureau at
rm Eailiff ot

¢ gon ny fetlapr amd arraazad to
Ve ongeg3d 63 an under vagguner

-to«dete that the two I hud
ing seven Lesutiful dspple-groy
» Besiion m largs hard of bulloek:
and four men at this Tarm,
nd the
we all got on well togaethar,
the neighbouring villoge elsc
And sutumn two Irish
The work on this farm wos
Tha furmer, ¥r, Robinson,
at Nowhall, naeer Burton, &nd
8, which were killad &t the
ﬁls shop, ¥s hai so muoh
in those days, that we ware almoat
face, Food 1lso, was very
¥y of home fed bacon, butter and
brewad als »noﬂ day,
farm, wes that $% wne n
from Deuford, whore I
t Crhapsl on Sundays. A1l wene
wintor, xhen the Gailiff nsled més
rass for a few wocim, I ¥ns
his slsevs full of
tble to use the best
d wag very proud of
rf were glad of the
man, but very skilled n
During the timg 1 wag
sut and lay
&y the boiliff told ms he
of horges and the weggon to
a3 he wanted soms grase mrohines
hard f{n my spare tims getting
and nenss trimmed up
Léloceater way only
t&, und I was vory
when I wes to seot
stable to tell me that

Foar

gnd
from

I was
furrows, an

¥ & young

One 4

for althou%h
beon there fwi
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&% 1t was a wet morning and tha Tagoonar could do no nedgs
2utiing, he hed decided to aend his to Leticestar in ny place,
“hic was the last atraw, T seld "Vory well", but in leas thar
an Nouwr I parpcsely met the Sailiff with Iy tundle on my back.
58 wanted 0 know whamrse I was going, and I told ¥im to Pigator
Sarrecks, to enlist as I could not talts the wagzon into
Lelcester. I won, he soon Lold me td taks my bundle bask and
g2t off to Lotoagior, =t is not fitting that one man should
know vhet {a at the back of enother's mind, I had not the
slizhtest 1dam of besoming e 8oldier, but I could not tolsrate
the idea of getting the horses ready for someons elae to crive
them into Lefcester, 1 41d not feel so happy at my work after
this, I 414 my woprlk but thought s 1ot of the future,

How at this farm, some of the fislds were adloining
the main turnpike road, and & lot of horss drawn treffic went
along it, tradesmen of a1l kinds from slcester, and the
neignbouring villezes often Passod by, I had basn at thig
farm for néarly two VeEXrS, and pald vory little fttention to
the traffio until now, Howavsr, I was no longer heppy at ny
Job, 20 I dsotdad to heve my lunch eassh dey nesr a gate,
1éading on to the mein road, 50 that vhen & grocar's van op
&5y olher tradecmsn's van oms along, I could go out and gak
the ime, end then gst 4o Ioow ell I could about hours and
¥&ges in the town, %cr I notlced that they ell looked & 1itile
bettear off then nysolf and bettaw dressed, My father was now
nearly seventy yesrs of Aze, &nd was in 111 health, s0 that
one day I pot Permiscion to 0 and soe him, Thile I womr thara
& grocer's travelisr, from Lefogster turned up for ny mother'a
ngusl order, god works in & mysterious way, His wonders to
Perform, and after my mother had told the travelles I wae her
8on, he sald 1t was o Pity thet I sould not Bet 8 job in
Ielosater, He agysd me 1T I could wriie well, and I szoon
rote doun Iy nams and addrcss for him, After goms
consorvation, I toig him I ghould be loeving the farm n.
Nlohaslmas,

On a Sunday morning in Spring, whilst T wes at the
Lindridgs Farm, T was showing two Irish labourers round ths
disuaed hell, ¥or on the roof, over the large stairoaso,thars 8
was thick glags, I dad pair of haavy boots on, and I wns
demonatrntlng the thicknasss of this gises, by etamping on it,
vhan my log went through it, One of the =en managed to stop
me from failing through, but 1 aut my hend, and the inside or o
Cno of my legs., T 2111l heve ths scara to remind ma of ny
youthful foliy, 71 menagsd to limp home for dinner, got soms
Mg, and tied ¢ WP and told ro ons, tut when milking Ciwe camse
I had to own up her it had happencd, for I was found out, I
could not hold the millk buclkot between my lezs, 80 that the
Hagter sent me to the houssksaper to aross 1%, and T had a
lighter job for a for days snd no milking, 4z the hall wna
ampty, thoy sent & wan Lo cover the hols I had mado,with a



Ww# thy father, who cheerfully toiled for (.

25,

plecs of shest iron and stopped 10/~ out of my wages st
¥ioheslmasg,

My father died zoon after this end ths traveller whe
same for my mothers Orocery order wrote to her and msked hor
L2 myself eand sister would call on his smployer, Mr,.S,Patey
et his wershouse, I was sngeged am & vanmen at 18/. per waek,
In the meantime my youngest brother hed joinsd the ary end
my mothsr went to livae with my merried sister, Mother never
oared for the fdem of me going to Leicester for she seid the
g:oplo who lived there were dressed to desth, and there was

r too much danoing etc:going on for her liking, I hops this
acaount of my boyhood days will anoourase other young lads to
try to get the beet cut of 1ife sz I did, end w nlta{s
remomber, s I shall never forget, that it 1a alweys trus -
"A boy's best friend 1s his Mother",

Soon after the desth of my fsther, ou> littls home
¥os shared up, This was not a long job and did not requirs th
servicea of & solioitoer, MHy mother was very comfortabls with
my siaster the lagt fow years belore she died and I remember he
saying to me during the laat week of har 1ife with her face
‘ full of pride"I have managgd to save enocugh monsy to pay the

expsnce of my burial”, I believe derth had terror for her,

for she died as sha had alweys tried %o 1ive - independant if
poor, I have elweys been anxious to oiimd up, and I have been
favoured with good heslth and gocd luck, I ealways had the urge
to aot wieely, In thosa Gays I had never seen the verge below
but I know I had olways felt on the asme lines:=

I eel ths winds of God todsy,

Today my sail I 1ift,

Though heavy oft with drenching spray,

And torn with many & prift,

If hope but light the water's crest,

And Christ my berque will use,

I'11 oeek the =zess et his benhest,

And breve another srmuise,

hen I was et my last ferm I asalsted in baking our
bread and making beor and chesss, My jSob each moraing waa to
turn the mellow oheess over end this be greasy made my handi
very sors for a time. I remember well going to the Miohaslmng
checes feir with a large load, We pitohed near te the John
Biggs monument whioh has since been removed to Welford Pinse,
There wers very fow, if any, sent to the fsir aftsr that asz thi
formers sold them all privetsly, After pubting up our harses
et the Elue Bomr Inn and finighing our breakfest, we bought
goma coloursd breid and other trifles and went to the pleaaure
falr in Humberstone Gete, saw & few shows, thon mads tracks fo)
home, Va were very hoppy because we folt that we had had a
vondérful dey, '

Thus ends the six yenrs of my intoreating farm 1ife,
It was herd, every day of it, but I think 1f I hed my time
over ngein I should choose the sams 1ife, It had prapared me
for my letar struggle through life, had bosn the foundations

[ —— i .
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My rirst Oundsy of Town Life, I was up asrly, had breakfast,
then went %o look after the horses, for I waatad to ges nome of the
Town in daylight, ané to notice the strevt names, ready for when I
started delivering the grode. I sew in Abbsy 8%, (nct fsr from
Abbey Fark) a small Grooors sbop, nemed Gregorya. The shop wea
full at that emrly hour and meny outelde, soze weiting, others with
8 tin or a basin of Soup, thoss that wers satlng theirs, were doing
80, T0 be refillsd to tuke homs. T luter founi thave were many sheps
in the Belgrave Gete and St.Margarete Dintrict dotng a zoed Scup
trede, and later when I called on tom# of these shops with Grocery,
Peas, Lentils. stc, I oftan saw the meat on & counter in a dack
soullery, fitted nli round with shelves for the basing, and a large
gepper at the end, and all spotless, clean and tidy, They told me
later, thoy olosed the shop ox Saturdays at 10 p.m. then opaned
egain on Sunday st 6 m.m. ssd their best custonsars were the lonatas
of tha severasl lodglng houses {n the district, and the othars wers
mostly of the Intemperats slmsa, ! 4o know thet many times I have
longed for u basin of that SOup.

Then as I pecsed tha Churon into Banvy Gete, 1 saw & tran pass,
drawn by one horse from ths Clock Tower to the Herth Brldge,
A few nights later 1 had fintshec work about 6.30 wken I oew thres
Boraes harnsesed to & lsygs brake, and the driver #houting Clerendon
Park, twopence, Thinklng this something worsh szelng, I mounted,
paid my fare, only ¢» Pind thet the only park was Viatoris Park
which we pessed. I folt I had 1-s% fourpenca, for althkough it
might once have been a Park, 1 saw nothing of Interest only houses,
and soms atreets belng made.

Latar on Newfound Posl bagan to take ahepe, and the one Horos
waggonettes used to do good tusiness, both thers and Balpgreve Oate
end Eumbarstone Gete in penny fares,

¥hen the Corporatien started to run thair trunsport I remember
they had an extre horss to nesist the others from the old Midlana

Station up the M1l t- the Vietarin Park, then the youth would walk
back rsady ror another lcad.

That wes more intureating to me wes the Butcher end the Fish-

i mongers boys with thair slesn striped sprons and besket trotting
sbout, taidng opders on 1ovaly Walsh ooba. Thon leter came the
Tredogman's Dog Ceart, uicaly pa‘nted up »ith efther a fat bullesk
or itz hoad paintsd on the Yaok, whils tho Flehronger named Sibsen
in High Strast, mad a eouple of iren gray cocba, Thay lorked &
Plotura, in & oart with trows heruces in ard e lvvely painted panel
at ths beck, showing s tray of many kinds of fish,



I had alweys baon tsught "Thou shell not eovet another man's goods*
tut 1 am not sshamed to ssy, 1 covettcd thosu two cobs. Thore wers
ESLY quouss oven at that ¢time, and es I was gcing to wark sarly on
Mondny mornings, I could sae meny women and children, weiting their
turn to plecdga eoms of thelr Sundey elsthas. Soms of tha pawn
shope spansé thulr pladgs depertmonte at 6 a,m. thet they ocould
oblige thsir customers, bafors going to work, The 2ame thing
heppansd on Ssturday ofternocn, o that their husbands might go out
ragpactabls at night. T do balisve that ir many ossea, this was &
babit for meny of them, for lster on I seticed their family followed
the anmes practics, but now the Clothing clubs have teken the place
of a 1ot of this, and although many who have no incsntive, when a
ohanos occurs to save wny money, thay will willingz)y pay u Collsctor
ona or two shillings omeh wesk to taks 1t out of tha house for goods
on ergdit,



