Gas Explosion in Newbold Verdon

Man is badly

by Claire White -

A MAN is in Leicester Royal
Infirmary with serious burns
after a gas explosion at his
home today.

Mr. Chris Hughes, aged about
30, was injured when a blast rip-
ped through his house at 9
Grange Close, Newbold Verdon,
at lam.

Windows and frames at the front
and back of the house were ripped
out in the-explosion, believed to have
happened in the Kitchen.

Neighbours Mr. Clifford Statham
and his wife, June, were among the
first at the scene.

Mr. Statham said: “We leaped out
of bed, went to the window and saw
Chris in our drive screaming ‘help
| me’.

Investigation

“There was glass everywhere. He
had splinters in his face, his hair was
finged and his head looked burned
00.

“We ran downstairs and got him a
chair to sit on until help arrived.”

. Officials from British Gas, the

Health and Safety Executive, the fire
~service and the police are today
~ investigating the cause of the blast.

Senior press officer for British Gas
Mr. Mike Chalmers, said: “‘As far as
“we are concerned there was no fault
- with anﬁ' of the internal pipework or
| any of the appliances. All we know is
| that there was a build-up of gas and
| the possible source of ignition was
i the pilot light on the boiler.”

‘The gas supplies have beerturned,

. off and the company are continuing
| their investigations with Coalville

| Mr. Hughes's condition was today
| described as “fair” in Leicester Royal
Infirmary
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said hlS client had not been able to
cope with his live-in girlfriend
leaving him in 1988 and taking
their six-year-old son with her.

Hesaid Hughes, now of Desford
Lane, Thurlaston, has since sold
the house which was jointly owned
andgiven his ex-girlfriend mostof
the profit.

“This wasnotamaliciousact - it
wasa genuine attempt at suicide,”
said Mr Wyatt.

Judge Chnstopher Pitchers at-
tached a condition of psychologi-
cal treatment to Hughes probation
order.

He said: “I am satisfied the pur- |
l;:(ﬁ»eof this tfgm ble incident was to

ill yoursel If I thought
deliberately intended to eﬁ?{mé?
perty ‘oglifc you woum have
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Heartbroken Man Blows
- Up His Home

hﬁ:anbroken Newbold

| *-‘-‘..c:ldé 'by causing 4 gas explo-
‘sion in his home, after split-
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w1fe p

On Tuesday Chnstopher Robin
Hughes (29) of 9 Grange Close,
- Newbold Verdonappeared before

Market Bosworth magistrates
charged with causing damage to
 the property at 9 Grange Close and
beingrecklessastowhetherthelife
of June Statham or Clifford Statham
was endangened
The court heardlhat on 14th May,
‘Hughes wenttohissister’shome in

Lclcesterathloned taking his
own life. :

| ﬂthen w@ﬂtbacktoh;shome on
Gxaﬂge C]ose where he turned on
'
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‘man attempted SUl-5

the gas taps before going drmkmg
at the local pub.

Helaterreturnedtohishome and
telephoned to his brother, again
threatening suicide. Heeventually
put the phone down on his brother
and struck a match.

‘Hughes was next seen scream-
ing for help and was taken to the
Leicester Royal Infirmary where
he was detained for a number of
weeks and given psychiatric help.

There was extensive damage to
the house and several windows in
the neighbouring house, belong-
ing to June and Clifford Statham,
were broken from flying debris.

The case was adjourned and

.Hughes was released on condi-

tional bail. '
Hughes will reappear on 24th
October. ‘




/

blew up

JUDGE GIVES MAN PROBATION FOR HOUSE BL

' Suicide bid

at risk.
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how Hughes went drinking be
staging the suicide bid

The defendant switched on a kitchen

by John Marsden

DEVASTATED  Christopher
Hughes tried to blow himself
up after his common-law wife
left him, a court heard.

The gas blast in Newbold
Verdon destroyed a kitchen and
could have put neighbours’ lives

supply and lit a match.

{ ° Mr William Bach, prosecuting, ex-
plained how the blast at number nine
Grange Close:

= Shattered glass in the patio, Kitchen
and bathi1oom.

B Blew out 60 per cent of the Kitchen
ceiling. 4
| ] Slgshed the value of the £69.950
house by £19,950 and dislodged brick-

work. &
Admitted arson

Hughes (29), whose address was
given to the Crown Court in Leicester
as Desford Lane, Thurlaston, admitted
arson, being reckless as to whether
lives were in danger. E

Mr. Bach said Hughes and his
common-law wife had lived with their
child at Grange Close. )

In October 1988 she left him, with
the child, and between then and the
explosion in May 1989 Hughes had
attemJ:ted suicide. )

And Mr. Bach said on May 14
Hughes went to a pub and drank five
or six pints. y

He went home for a while and then
went out again and drank a further
two or three pints.

Then he returned to Grange Close
and switched on oven gas taps before
again going out and returning at about
11.20pm.

Hospital treatment

He telephoned his brother and talked
about taking his own life.

Mr. Bach said: “He put the telephone
down, went into the Kitchen, struck a
match and the gas ignited at once.”

A neighbour in bed next door heard

the explosion and looked out of the
window.
He said Mrs June Statham saw him
screaming with his head bent over and
his normally fair hair blackened. She
dashed outside to help him.

The court heard Hughes needed six
weeks' treatment in hospital.

Judge Christopher Pitchers said he
accepted that the blast was a genuine
suicide attempt.

Hardworking man
He made a two vear probation order
with a condition that Hughes has
medical treatment — either as an out-
‘patient or an in-patient  as doctors
request.
Mr. Mark Wyatt said Hughes and
and his ex-common law wife had
joi}r{xélyho:\inedléhei house.
ad sold it and give

22*(;00 of éhe l;noney to he%. o

e said: “By 1988 this defendent had

ained his good character after
gd e‘x‘\g:es l? the 1970s and had establish-
man.]‘Flse f as a hardworking family
But after the break-up he m: :
serious suicide atlen:i%t \?uh pillas}fjc A

~And Mr. Wyatt added: “This offence
Was a genuine attempt at suicide.”

He said Hugh i i
e ughes was in hospital for




