
Here and There.
VERDUN AND LEICESTERSHIRE.
o , "'General Knowledge papers aro very popular
with okaminers desirous of . discovering whether
children are well-read •or not; to local, examiners
in search Of good -questions. for testing purposes
let me suggest " Is there any connection between

Verdun and Leicestershire ? I must confess that
a few hours 'ago I shoåld havo broken down in
face of that question; but n little book Ehich i
have just been readin6 O hae made me think quite
a lot on the subject. The book IS entitled " Luc-
terworth Church and it. Associations," and its
early pages tell that for 350 years thea Manor of
Lutterwort,h was owped by the De Verdun family.

FROM VERDUN TO LUTTERWORTH.
! 'The first 'to acquire possession oi ib was Bertram

de Verduru who seems to have descended at no
great distance from one of the 'warriors who came
over from France with William the First, and
helped him to rapturo this island of ours. Thus
it, was a family Verdun " which came from
the town which is so famous in the history of
the present war to settle in Lutterworth• Some-
whero at the beginning of the twelfth century,
and continued to be the ruling family of those
parts.

NEWBOLD VEkDUN?
Remembering this, I began at onco to, {wonder

whether we hayO_ L mot a Leicestershire village
which gets its mamo from the little French town
that is now so familiar in our news. At the
time of writing I have no ready means cof ascer-
taining if my guess is. correct, but it seems ex-
ceedingly likelv that ; Newbold Verdon ' should
really be Newbold ' Veydun. There are sevetpl
Newbolds in the cpunty; and to distinguish them
it Iseems toehave been found necessary to attach
a, Norman appendage, to the Saxon name in the
form of the family name of the land-owner. Thus
the Newbold near Owston is •Newbold Saucy, and
the ore near Guddesby is Newbold' Folville. Is
it not likely Ohat Newbold Verdon is the Newbold
belonging to the Verdun •family ?

OWNED LAND AT IBSTOCK.
seems phobable , whén . we. know

that the Verdun family dwnedL labd in that part
Of Leicestershire. Olt was R.oesia de Verdun who
founded Gracedieu Nunnery (so' the little book
before me tells), and there is -to be found in the
records the Borough pf Leicester the follow-
ing : —

Note that Nic. ' de Verdon son and heir of
John de Verdon oof Draycote on Dunsmore,
Knight, before Henry Olipstone, Ma,yor. and
other good men oi the town, released to Sir
Robert of Swillington, knight, his pigllt in a
moiety of Ibstock manor.

This is dated March 27th, 1384, so that al Chat
timo the Verdun family owned land at, Ibstock,

is not very faY away from Newbold Verdon.

DESCENDED FROM A STUART FAMILY.
The Verdon family seemed to die outi in

bhis neikhbourh0Qd "before the. end, .of the middle

ages; •nd other well-knowm local- names take their

place as landowners at, Lutt,ersvorth. In ' Stuart

times 'the Cole u family . resided at, the Spital

mansion, arid William , Cole,ö who married

the• second daughter of Sir Henry Elalford, gof
Wistow, sserved in the Army of arles the First,

rose the rank Of a Colone . •He was bur:ed
at, Laught,on Church. The Cole family, unlike the
Verdons, can be traced right down to the present
clay, and it adds a touch of interest to the descent
to be told t,hab the mother of Mr. J. H. 'King, the
well-kliown Leicestershire and England cricketer.
was a direct desce„ndant, she being Lhe last of/ the
Coles.
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THE STORY OF A STONE.
King's molber, by the way, is, identified with

the, recovery of 'one, of J most

cherished relics. The church of •the •place once
n •vor•y bon.bbiflil goon nnd nAmiroA for

miles wround,. but' bhig fell vicbirn to t,he
grea.t storm of. 1703, reterred to in Evelyn's Diary.
No effort, appears to htvve been made preserve
Cho meerial of the epire, so that, it, could be ro•
placed in position; thus it, carne obout pha,t, one
Richard Cole was ållowed to take a good deal of
it uwayv 'to onbody 'Gn garden wall ho wag
erecting. I Amongst) , the i•ubbish was the Vanc
stone of the spire, and this, instead of finding a
place I in the wall,i was treasured by •the family
as a ,souvenir. -It remained in the possession of
the Coles for 160 years, and was exhibited to
the Leicestershire Archæological Society in 1861.
Theu the *tone unaccountably disappeared, and
no -trace of it was Co be discovered. In 1906,
however; in clearing away some rubbish prepara-
tory to building new premises in the town, work-
men discovered fragments of ancient church work,
and amongst l' it, the lost coping-stone. ] IL was
reccgnised by Mrs Kingc who saw
it, and it, has since been presented to the' Rector,
ah(.l has been placed under the tower- arch of the
church.

FIVE SPIRES BLOWN DOWN.
From personal observation I- know that the

stormv k,'ie had last Marclv did a good deal of
damage in the Lutterworth district, but it must
haye been quite a, meek and mild sort of storm
compared with the one which raged over the same
area ia ,1703. , The little book bo which 

0
1 am re-

{erring pretty continuously as I write says
Thero is a tradition that five spires . were

destroyed in the immediate neighbourhood by
this storm, whose violence, was without recor-
ded precedent. 011 the same night fell the
steeples Frowlesworth, , Monks Kirby,] and
GilA 'rton; the spire at Bitteswell, which is
evidently but remnant of its former self,
was probably the fifth

STIL NOT RESTORED.
The Vicar of St. George'S, who has had

to stay his hand in endeavouring to get, the epire
of his church rebuilt, may be interested in the
steeple-restoring 'means • 'adopted 'by the, people of
Lutterworth, after the calami€y 'which befell Chevr
church in 1703. They applied to t.hq King for a
Brief—that is to say, permission. to collect ,for the
pu.rpose; J and (a oopy of the Brief grouted to Ghern
by ' George t,he Second is preserved in the Brutish
Museum. IL tells bow that, because •the church is
in 'a ruinous condition, Chat, the parishioners had
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previously spent considerable sums it}, that the Cove

eurn 5,162 wag d required for
t]iat, •because- Chis=gutm , ,Quu.

t,he people of [he district—-
We impower' them 'to ask aeollect\ and receive

Cho alms and benevolence and charitable , coa-
t.ribu€ions Of all Our loving subjects Chroughouå
England, Our town• of Berwick-on-Tweed,•• and
[he counties of Fdint, Denbigh, and Radnor, and

from house to house t%roughout the counties of

Leicester. Northumberland, aud ' Wtvrwiek to

enablo them , to .rcpair said chuveh and spre-

build their said steeple.
That collection does not seem have
had •ery much effect/ though, for the steeple has not,

yet been, rescored, though six •monarchs have J TOI-

i lowed. George on the throne •since- then.

TEMPTED TO VISIT LUTTERWORTN.
kfhe aboVe are 'only a few of the interesting things

pne Play Fead in "LuEterworth Church and iW As:

sociat,ions.' 1b is l'exceedingly, well written by- Mr.

S H, Skillington, from facts supplied by the local

histoi•ian of Llitterworth (Mr. A. H. Dyson)) and is

i/eatly printed by the local firm of Gee and Co. After

reading it one wants at once to go off to swell the

ranks of the 10,000 Visitors "from every part, of tho

English-speaking world" who visit Wycliffe's Church

annuqll.s.
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