but one who is making a name
for himself, his firm, and his
college is Andrew Mensley,
who has won a place at the
‘Skills Olympics’ to be held
in Korea. At nineteen, Andrew
is working for his father’s
local plumbing firm — so
villagers are assured of the
very best, when he comes to
call.

Another trade represent-
ed in Newbold is an increasing-
ly rare one. Behind the un-
likely facade of the modern
houses in Dragon Lane — there
is the last thing that one would
look for — a Blacksmith’s
forge.

Mr. Partridge is hardly
just a village smith, since he
shoes horses within a fifty

mile radius, catering for
discerning customers who want
the traditional skills of an
expert, rather than the mech-
anical methods some employ.
But although people are pre-
pared to get the best for their
horses, they are apparently
not for themselves. Mr.
Partridge has given up other
aspects of the smith’s trade

Mrs. Mary Fisher — among other things, Village Historian.

of demand.
‘People won’t pay for the old
smith-forged iron gates that
would take two men to carry.
They think modern wrought
iron ones — I could lift six of
them on my back — will last

due to lack

as well’. But the horses give
him plenty of trade. He has
worked with all kinds, from
the delicate race-horses to shire
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