WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2002 : BREAKING NEWS

A REAL SPORT: TEENAGER DEFIES DISABILITY FOR FUND-RAISER
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. Two hours On a treadmi" is a é.;..L.I..ﬁ..DNA.;:I.-.é.E.L.;A.R.B ....................
daunting prospect for the fittest

he wanted to excel in sport.

stop for 180 minutes is an outstand- most successful young swimmers,
ing achievement. He was born twicebeingnamed runner-up in the
withoutlegs. Leicester Mercury’s Young Dis-
Despite his disability, 18-year-old abled Sportsman of the Year
Tony, from Newbold Verdon, walked awards. He won three gold and two
more than six kilometres yesterday  silver medals at last year’s BT Nat-
to raise at least £300 for needy ional Disabled Junior Champion-
youngsters. ships in Darlington, and hopes to
The accomplished swimmer was represent Britain in the Para-
raising funds for Sport Relief,anew lympics in 2004.
initiative from Comic Relief and Tony said he had been able toreach
BBC Sport which encourages peo- his goals thanks to the encourage-

ingactivities. Ivan, 50, sisters Angela, 16, and
Tony, a trainee chef at Leicester Kerry, 20, brother Ashley, 14, and
grandparents Rita and Ian Lomas,

of Leicester Forest East.
“When people see me To prepare himself for the chal-

X & RS lenge of walking for two hours, Tony
swimming or training they started walking on the treadmill for
sometimes come over and 10 minutes at a time. Within a week

5 he had built up to 30 minutes.
say, ‘| think you're p minutes

amazing’, or, ‘l admire AMAZING

- ng said: “When people see me
you'. It makes me feel Swimming or training they some-

happy." times come over and say, ‘I think
you’reamazing’, or, ‘Tadmire you'.
Tony-Deacon “It makes me feel happy because

I'm proving disabled people can be
) . ) asgood asable-bodied people.”
College, said: “I did the walk be- Cheering him on at David Lloyd fit-
cause I wanted to help people with  ness centre yesterday were his girl-
dlsabl,l,ltles who aren’t as fortunate  friend Gemma Lamdell and his sis-
asme. ; ter Angela, who hailed Tony an in-
The teenager was born with one Spiration.

leg missing below the knee, and the Gemma, 19, from Birstall, said:
other missing from below the thigh.  “I'm really proud of him. I would
From the age of five, he started us-  love to see him get to the Pars-
ing pro_stl{e‘ztlc legs. 3 lympics, not Just because I'd get a
_He said: “People did ask me about holiday! He's got the ability”

It a ot at school and some people  Angela saiq: “I'm so proud of him
i s gave me a bit of a hard time, but I because he’s done so well despite his
ACTION: Ton isehesratiby s ; S o253 justgotonwithit.” disability. It hasn't st him d
e Y is cheered by sister Angela, left, and girlfriend Gemma Tony never let his disability hold ingwhatflewang toS d%p,ped Pt
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of athletes. him back. Attheage of 11 he decided |

For Tony Deacon, walking non- He has become one of the county’s :

ple to take part in sponsored sport- ment of his mum Pauline, 39, dad '




