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HOW THE ARCHIVE HELPED SOLVE A FAMILY HISTORY PROBLEM

Good Evening. It's so nice to see so many people here.

Thank you to Malcolm for our introduction and to Roger for his presentation on Chater
Farm and the Trotter family.

| hope you’re now refreshed after the break!

Some of you may be interested in what we hold in the Archive and how it might help
you with your Family History or Local History Research.

So, tonight I am going to demonstrate how we used the Archive to help solve a few
mysteries from a member of the public, regarding her family history research.

It may also demonstrate how the Archive canaid your historical research into the lives
of your ancestors and bring them to life.




Mrs. Johnson already had researched her family tree, The
Baileys, but she was looking for more information on:-

* Any newspaper reports or parish register references about any of her
ancestors.

* Any discoveries relating to the business that her ancestors ran.

* A description of the village at the time her ancestors lived here.

 Any information regarding the premature deaths and their cause,
of three of her ancestors.

So where should we begin?

1.During the summer, the Archive had an online enquiry from an elderly lady in New
Zealand, whose ancestors had lived in the village of Newbold Verdon.

Mrs. Johnson, nee Bailey, had searched the digital catalogue on our website but was
unable to find answers to any of these queries regarding her ancestors.

So we suggested that as she was on the other side of the world and not local to the
archive, we might undertake to do some research on her behalf.

So where should we begin?
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Build a Basic Family Tree.

In order to progress with the information Mrs. Johnson was looking for, our first task
was to build a basic family tree, using genealogical online sources.

We researched Births, Marriages and Deaths; Parish Registers; Wills and Probate
Records; Census records and Electoral Rolls. And we built this initial Family Tree of the
Bailey Family.

USE POINTER —

Samuel and Jane Bailey had five sons and one daughter.

William Alfred was born not long after the couple married, but died at 11 weeks old
from measles.

Albert, who was the father of Mrs. Johnson.

The next two sons were George Harry, who died suddenly at 18 and John Edwin who
suffered a sudden death atthe age of 30.

Walter, the final son to be born, lived a long life, like his older brother, Albert and his
younger sister, Lilian Maud, who never married.
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We searched various newspaper reports using R HYE

We then looked at newspaper reports using the British Newspaper Archive, another
online source, which gave us information on the Bailey family; their wealth of being
land owners; their occupations; and their sudden deaths.

And we also found other articles regarding their religious activities, their hobbies and
their brushes with the law!
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We searched the graveyard for headstones.

We went to the graveyard to see if we could find the two headstones of Samuel and
John Edwin Bailey, that Mrs. Johnson had mentioned in her query.

Both graves were closely situated next to the Church itself, meaning the family was
significant within the village.

The next question we needed to ask was, how could the Archive help us with this
information?
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Look at The Digital Catalogue of the Newbold Verdon Parish Archive.

Our first step was to search the digital catalogue, using the search parameters.
However, this proved unsuccessful, so we opened up the individual items within the
catalogue to see how anything might be applicable towards our research.
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1870 Poll Book

We found digital images in the catalogue of an 1870 Poll Book showing a certain
Samuel Bailey to be very prominent within village life.

Poll Books form useful county and borough directories of those people who held a
small amount of freehold land and could therefore vote in local elections.

This was not something the majority of ordinary villagers could do!
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Trade Directories

We looked through copies of 19t Century Trade directories to find the Bailey family

prominent within village life.
Samuel, John Edwin and John Edwin’s wife, Jessie were all listed as running the family

business as a Grocers and Drapery.

HOLD UP 19™ CENTURY TRADE DIRECTORIES SHEETS BD0030
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Rate Book of 1876

Knowing that the family were trading as a Grocers/ Drapers, we needed to find
evidence of this within the digital catalogue.
The Rate Book of 1876 showed Samuel to be an Overseer collecting rates from

properties on behalf of the Parish.

HOLD UP BD0019 1876 RATE BOOK COVER
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As one of the village Overseers, Samuel Bailey was responsible for collecting rent on
four properties within the village, an annual total of £17 which contributed 23.8% to
the overall village rates of £71 9s. for the year of 1876. And as you can see from the
slide I have given an idea of the conversion values.

HOLD UP BOOKMARKED SECTIONS OF ABOVE PAGES
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Copies of both the books can be found in the digital catalogue.

The Village Shop

Further pages in the rate book showed that Samuel Bailey was paying rates on this
shop within the village. Does anyone know where this shop is? Yes, you may recognize
it as the shop next to what is now known as Swan House.

Looking at these two books that had been written about the way of life in the village,
these publications were a good option from the archive to show how the shop had
looked at the turn of the twentieth century and both books gave a good insightinto
village life at that time, which was another of the queries from Mrs. Johnson.

HOLD UP BOTH COPIES 1901 CENSUS BOOK AND 1920s — 1950s BOOKS
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(containing an account of the Montagu trust Charity Money)

We then looked at other sources within the archive which gave us an insightinto the
lives of the Bailey family. Here we came across a transcript of Parish Council Minutes
from 1863-1894, containing a copied summary of items discussed, resolutions made
and signatories of those decisions.

From this we went into the archive to find the original Town Book of 1851, containing
an account of the Montagu Charity Money of Newbold Verdon. We found some of the
relevant pages that mentioned either Samuel or John Edwin Bailey and here are a
couple of such pages.

Both Samuel and John Edwin sat upon the Council as Overseers of the poor and
contributed towards making decisions about the Almshouses and the poor within the
village. Only people of significance, through either their occupation or title, could sit
upon such a council.

HOLD UP 1851 TOWN BOOK BD0041

12



E ¢ die

ot Siknt o 1K
ey Riackngh. A 324

i Laft P TAE B g i

Baby rocitl fetnaas bg Otrgon
e Bt b '_ag{a;i!f_n-.t.;{ pokaeisd 01 i B

» el 5,7, ey T =
PSR R, PO L TP O I e S - Bt 1 Bt P s e B i e £ B Rt
et o Tl Mon o, e b B Gl & i m e ) o e Bt .-':.. (R T - PP MU e L B
BT Mty Il-"'.-..-'k-:..‘-l-.'a- # st ,-.,l’..q,.l' 7 e Lu||. q..r-d.,...p_y_h_'ﬁw

R LS R RN g, R e G = e et B ol Pumrpa J e ¢ ""f il Fia N pap _‘:ul.:‘, 'l;\,.};.n.n'..-nn_.'--i.n.rl'\-':;q.‘.rn
daslasland L '\:lhra& e PRl o fo ik b Niua 0 A v ul N adap Fuar prov SR 8aidog, B8 fan

T B Bslar .-.-.....u-l-n Mg tam k. Baed: aepr sty . S R, -"'j! P00 Y PR S g = K ek et
Bt et < i Hlarh e B K ek Db B o i P fas et ait Gt .|""£...-..t....t. e i 2 it
Mindrad *"1‘-‘. Lo L s fetiraity f e b i e NG ke L o Y e :-u o mata il ) By des WA A
Eonchets T e Bl L o iy al (AL “_J_._I Nims g H

(I, A h.,,.L....ﬁ‘ﬁl-l!f,.S.pl::T@_f Qrphh b, oy Aot o d...r_.;'\...t._.,.:..u .r.-ﬁ-'?'. Leina
e By Bl B I v i M ke i B lart Pl e i""-' B ok hoef B I M-\Iuprp ",_; -;..nl:u.:
it T r-.. ﬂ*ﬂ%fh“lthﬁn;dﬂ.: b e i it W e J-ﬁ_

-ra.-\. F’“r-"r-..'h.I-l 2 ooy A D e o e feled -:.n.h.--.li-..l-vn-.
I " ‘n—iiﬁ huhﬂmﬂﬂhj‘ﬁ“ﬂﬂwk’ﬂ T e ’a-’-'!“qu’i-

e st o Moo D . it & s s e it Tk s ety 0 B S Mk e i B St el
QO T S e Calfra fong sl £ ael -

L b T A

R SRl f (e Selralls  Fheffurd

Rev. W. G. Cole’s diary index and excerpts from 1900.

Continuing our search of individual items within the digital catalogue, we came across
Reverend W. G. Cole’s correspondence diaries with an index which mentioned “Jessie
Bailey”. Veragh Jessie Bailey was the wife of John Edwin who had died suddenly in
1898.

Mrs. Johnson had said that Jessie’s parents had been teachers in the village school, but
then had moved back to Sheffield and when John Edwin died, Jessie had naturally
wanted to move back up to Sheffield, with her two year old daughter, to be with her
parents and start her life again.

Using online records | found out information regarding her parents teaching at the
Newbold Verdon school, but also found out that Jessie had been a scholarand then a
pupil teacher within the school, as shown in these excerpts from Rev. W.G. Cole’s diary
from 1900, two years after her husband’s death.

The correspondence between the Master at Sheffield and Rev W. G. Cole confirms that
in 1900 Jessie was returning to Sheffield, with her young daughter, to teach atthe
local village school and live with her parents.

HOLD UP REV COLE’S DIARY WITH BOOKMARKED PAGES BD0025
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The Bailey Family were Baptist Churchgoers.

We then looked at more recent family, including Mrs. Johnson’s father Albert, the
second born son of Samuel and Jane.

We found that the Bailey’s had been superintendents inthe Baptist Chapel in the
village.

A newspaper article found within the archive, tells of the opening of the Sunday School
Rooms within the Baptist Chapel and the newspaper cutting tells of how Albert
remembers his connection with the Sunday School and his father being superintendent
at the Chapel.

Both the donations from Albert and his mother, Jane, of £5 and 2 guineas, respectively,
converts to just under £900 in today’s currency, showing how wealthy the family was,
even after the deaths of Samuel and three of Albert’s siblings.

Albert, continued to visit the Baptist Chapel in the village, even though he had moved
his own family and Jewellery and Clockmaking business into the City.

HOLD UP NEWSPAPER CUTTING PG0004
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/ * Anynewspaper reportsor parish register references on any of her ancestors.

' + Anydiscoveriesrelatingtothe businessthatherancestorsran.

+f * Adescription of thevillage at the time her ancestorslived here.

X « Anyinformation regardingthe premature deathsor the causes, of three of her
ancestors.

Did the Archive Answer Mrs. Johnson’s Queries?

Did the Archive answer all of Mrs. Johnson’s queries?

| think its about time we had a bit of audience participation!

Can we answer these queries?

CLICK EACH QUESTION AND TICK APPROPRIATELY

So, the only query that couldn’t be clarified by the Archive was the mystery
surrounding the causes of the premature deaths of some of Mrs. Johnson’s ancestors.
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The céuse of death in the Bailey family was Heart Disease.

In order to solve the last mystery, we needed to go online again. At the time of this
query, the General Register Office had just started to do digital images of some birth
and death certificates and we were very lucky in being able to obtain these images
from death certificates.

The first child lost to the Baileys, was their first born son, William Alfred, who we know
lost his life in 1861, at 11 weeks old, to Measles.

In 1882, George Harry died at 18 years old, when he collapsed.

Three years later, in 1885, his father Samuel Bailey died aged 49 after fainting and not
waking up.

But the biggest clue to all these deaths came from John Edwin, who died at the age of
30, when he collapsed and never recovered.

All the death certificates stated that they had all died from natural causes brought on
by Syncope....Does anybody know what that means?

All the sudden deaths were due to heart disease.
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“I have spent most of this morning

browsing among the reams of “Your amazing research has brought
information you have gleaned. It has my father’s side into reality, it gives me
opened up a whole world of my a sort of fuzzy feeling inside. Comments
ancestry and answered so many keep me searching for where they got
queries. You are a magician, and items from what they ve found. Again,

fantastic explorer of records with such ~ many thanks for your generous efforts”
delightful results. I cannot thank you
enough.”

Contact us via the Contact Form: www.nvparchive.com

Email: nvparchive@gmail.com
Or Fill in an Enquiry Form which can be found in the holders on our
noticeboard

Can Newbold Verdon Parish Archive Help You?

After sending all the information we had researched to Mrs. Johnson, she replied with
these amazing testimonials. She has been buzzing with all the information we have
sent to her and she remains in touch.

Do you think that Newbold Verdon Parish Archive could help you with your Family
History research? Or do you think that the Archive would have information and history
about the house you live in?

Whilst online resources will do a lot of the work, the local archive can be there to make
the people inyour Family Tree come to life or bring more context to the area where
you live.

As a community group run solely by volunteers, we have to emphasize that we will only
undertake personalized research, if you are unable to access the digital catalogue or
cannot travel to Newbold Verdon. We rely on voluntary donations towards the
archiving of your Local Heritage and as a community group, we are always looking for
more volunteers to come and join us.

Do you think that Newbold Verdon Parish Archive could help you or you could help us?
If so, Please get in touch.

Now, are there any questions regarding the presentation you have just seen?

Thank you for your interest.
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